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The Introduction. 


HE * Reaſonableneſs ana Neceſſity of Prayer are 
| grounded upon the Perfections of God, and the 
© _ Wants and Weakneſs of Man; for when God has 
Power to do, and Knowledge to diſcern, and Goodneſs 
5 give every thing that is proper ſor Man; and Man 
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Holineſs nor our Impurity make Prayer improper for us; 
pr i we had been unfit to approach him, and our Prayers 
om our impure Natures had been in themſelves unac- 
eptable, it is certain the Prayers would not have been 
hjoyned us: So that all doubts about the fitneſs of NM 
rayer in it ſelf, or our unfitneſs for it, are intirely taken 1 
ay by the Command of God to be ſrequent in it. ii 
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Bur tho! it is thus evident from Reaſon and Revelation 38 
a Prayer is a neceſſary and important Duty, yet it is 1 


„ 


„ 4,9 


is little praftiſed by ſome, as if it was not heceſſary at all, 
and a8 cartleſly performed by others, as if it was of 0K 
Importance, Some Men do enter upon Action, which? 
requires God's Aſhſtance, Day after Day; and lie down 
to Reſt, which requires God's Protection, Night aft: 
Night ; and yet peither apply to him for help, nor ac. 
knowledge the help that is granted by him: And other; 

: Who by the Cuſtom of Education do fay. their Pray: 
. _ Oaily, do bring fo little Attention, and ſuch cold Defir:1i 
to them, as make them onely a Lip-Service, and of litt 
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Pr ; Wx I conſider this Behaviour of Men, and the 
;  __ Cauſesotity it appears to me. that the Negle& of the Du: yf 
| ' + arifes from not conſidering the Reaſonableneſi and Neceſſij 

14 | of it; and that the irreverent eee 1, of it proceed 
| 
| 


82 


| from not obſerving the Diſpoſition and Temper of Mind, 
Wes Which the Scriptures require in it: And this induced 

2 me to lay thewhole Duty of Prayer before the Reader, that 
W hen he ſees the Neceſſity of it to his indigent Nature, 


the many Bleſſings that are procured by it, and the Di- 
| hang of Mind that is required in it, he may have a jut 
1 . ſteem for the Duty, and be moved to per form it Wi 


* . * - 1 , , n 
Din BAG 19 * — een ; 
= c 7 "> 8 Fi * 1 vh 2 8 . * 
Se 


Ire | 
te ; We 5 3 
Of Prayer in General. 
© "a RA E R in general is an Addreſs of Man 
70 reo God, either apply ing for Bleſſings, or ac- 
4 . Kknowledging the Receipt of them: And it 
= is either Mental, when the Deſires fix upon 
cell God, and the Soul ſecretly riſes up to him; Or Vocal, 


u hen the Requeſts are expreſs'd in Words, and by the 
„Voice of our humble Deſires, On | 
5 As Prayer is an Addreſs to God for Help, we ac- 
knowledge in every Act of it, that we have Wants of 
Nature; and that God has Knowledge of them, and Power 
and Goodneſs to remove them; For it would be an irration- 
sl Employment to be expreſſing Wants, and importuning 
the Supplies of them, if the God we pray to did not 
know the Wants, or was not able, or not willing to re- 
move them. If we ſeperate from God the knowledge 
of our State, and the Ability, and Will to aſſiſt us, the 
Worſhip of Chriſtians would be as abſurd as the Worſhip 
| of Stocks and Stones.; and as uſeleſs as the Cries of thoſe 
Idolaters in Scripture, who call'd out in vain, Baal 
bear FIR | rae ff 
Every Act of Prayer then, if we know and conſi - 
der what we do in it, preſs a Senſe of our Weakneſs, 
| and God's Sovereign diſpoſal of us; juſtly repreſents 
Man as he is, and God as he is, that is, Aan frail and 
imporent, and dependent upon God in all Things; and 
God omꝑiſcient and prowl and beneficent to all. A 8 
. NN, this 
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this ſhews Prayer to be a Duty of our Nature, and a pro: 
pet Service of ſuch dependent Creatures as we are. 
THis is true of every part of Prayer, Confeſſion, 


Supplicauon, Interceſſion, and T hankſpiving, as will appear 5 


an all theſe particulars. 


- 
Sr 1} 


1 Of Confeſſon. 


YFNONFESSION, which is directed in Holy 


A Scripture, Luke 15. 21. is che Declaration of the 
Impurity of our Nature, and of our Demerits at God's 
Hands; -that we have Sinned againſt Heaven and before 


im, and are no more worthy to be called bis Sons; that the 


Vileneſs is our own, and Puniſhment the deſert of it. 
Ax D by this we not only jaſtiſie God, and clear bim 
an bis Saying, that he tempeth no Man, but alſo ſet our 
Selves and our Sins in a true Light; for we on that our 
Natures are defil'd, and diſpleaſing to God by it; and 
that our Sins are an Abuſe of his Mercy, and Contempt 
of his Power, and call for Vengeance and Wrath again 
Us. G42 3 n 


B Evary Confeſion which is made from the Heart, 


carries this Senſe of Guilt and Danger with it; and muſt Þ 


cherefore be of excellent Uſe in ſubduing Sin, and purg- 
ing the Soul from the defilement of it. For what Seri- 
ous Peron can ſet his Sins before him, and acknowledge iſ 


the Wrath of God denounc'd againſt them, without N 


reſolyiog to caſt thoſe Vipers out of his Boſom, which 


wall Sting him to Death, if they are cheriſn d by him ? 
17: ph FVV 


418 
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When Confeſſion daily renews the Sight of Sin, and daily 
lays the Danger of it before us, we muſt be harden d Sin- 
ar ners indeed, if we can look upon it relentleſs, and return 
to the Indulgence of it with the ſame Appetite. | 
BASSID Es the hatred of Sin, which Confeſſion is 
powerful to excite in us, it ſpeaks alfo our Senſe of the 
5 divine Goodneſs, and that we believe God to be gracions ani 
merciful, forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin. & 
= IT is a great height of Mercy that our penitent Coz 
= ſeſſion mould make the Sins which are as Scarlet become white 
= as Snow, and thoſe that are Red like Crimſon to be as Mool. 
And in our Confeſſions of Sin, we declare our belief of 
this divine Forgiveneſs. For if we are not perſwaded, 
ly & that God will pardon the Sins which we acknowledge be- 
he fore him, our Confeſſon would be an uſeles Service and 
4; _ an uſcles Sorrow in us; and we afflict the Soul to as 
little purpoſe as the Worſhippers of Baal did the Body, 3 
Knives and Lancers, till the 1 


the when they cut themſelves with 
Blood guſhed out upon them. 
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„ AND it may be obſerv'd here, that this Faith in thł 


bur divine Forgiveneſs opening upon Confeſſion, has the ex- 1 
ur preſs Declaration of Scripture to ſupport it; for thus 1 
and! Solomon tells us, that whoſd confeſſerh and forſaketh his | 
apt Sins, ſhall haue Mercy ; and St. John fays, I we confeſs i 
nf. our Sins, God is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, ar 3 

to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſne(s, = 1 ee id 
art; THESE Obſervations may convince the Reader 1 
lt! hat Confeſſion is a reaſonable Duty, founded upon the di- 4 
ro vine Precepts, and the Nature o hings ; and expreſſive 1 
a. of Man 8 Vileneſs, and God s Mercies to him wo And iq 
doe that it is beneficial to Man, 28 it lays his Sins, and their 1 
out! Danger before him; and gives glory to God, as it de- Nt 
ich] Clares his Mercy to the moſt unworthy, and that he deals 3 
mn 2 I irh ns ter our Sins, nor Tewaras us according to out. ; 
" B 2 : SEC T. | 


SECT. UL 
/ Supplication. 


the removing Famine and Peſtilence, and the maintaining 


the Cauſe of his People Iſrael. Both in this Chapter and f 
ſeveral other places of Scripture, Supplicarion and Prayer 


are join'd together as Synonymous Terms, and of the 
Game Import; and in this extenſive Senſe I would now 


Support of him. 5 
WHEN we pray for Grace and Spiritual Aſſiſtance, 
we own that N is of God, When we pray for 
Knowledge, and the Underſtanding of his Word, we 
acknowledge the blindneſs of our Souls, and that ſeeing, 
we ſee not, neither underſtand, When we ask Bread and 
Suſtenance, the Neceſſarys and Conveniencys of Life, 
we acknowledge our Labour vain without God's Con- 
currence, and Art aud Skill inſufficient to procure them. 
In all our Petitions for Supplies, whether for Soul or 
Body, fax the diſcharge of our Duty as Men, or as 
Chriſtians, we declare our Selves impotent helpleſs Crea- 
tures; not able of our Selves to ſupport our Selyes, or 
_ p<rformour Duty, DON je 
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ſhew it to be expreſſive of Man's Dependance, and God's 
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Paul as a part of Prayer, 1 Tim. 2. 1. does in its 
reſtrained Senſe expreſs the Requeſts to avert Evils, or 
to bedeliver'd from thoſe which lie upon us; but in its 
Largeſt Signification includes all kinds of Petitions, whe- | 
ther for removing Evil, orprocuring Goodto us. Thus 
| Solomon prays to God, that bis Eyes may be open Anto the = 
Supplication of his Servaut, and unto the Supplication of his 
People 1fFacl, to hearken unto them in all that they call for 
unto him, 1 Kings $. 52. And he had before mentioned 
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In deprecating Evils, whether Bodily or Spiritus, 
impending over our Heads, or ly ing in their Weight upon 
us, we declare that we are not able to remove the leaſt by 


our own Power, and that without God's Aſſi ſtance the 


greateſt will fall upon us. 


Trrs Sight of our Weakneſs, and the Inſufficiency 


ol our Care and Labour to Support us, not only ſhews 
our Nature as it is, dependent and indigent; but almoſt 
naturally excites Humility and Poverty of Spirit, and puts 
= away all overweening Conceits from us. For can we 
value our Selves for Power, when we cannot move a Foot 


r Et . ce, 2 


without the divine Aſſiſtance? Can we applaud our 
© Knowledge, when we are owningour Blindneſs? Or can 
we boaſt of our Wealth, when we are begging our Bread 
es a daily Alms to us? If our Hearts do but think what 
our Words expreſs in the Petitions, we hall arrogzte 
nothing to our Selves, but give the glory of all we have 
to God that gave it. - 


As theſe Petitions for Supplies do give us a Sight of 


our dependent Nature, and excite Humility of Soul by 
it; ſodo they alſodeclareour Belief of God's Mercy, and 

his Goodneſs liberal to his needy Creatures; or in the 
© Sacred Language, that he is nigh unto all them that call por 
him; that he julfillth their dgire, and heareth their Prayers 
and doth help them. 3 


For if we were not perſwaded that God compaſſion- 


| ates our Weakneſs, and upon laying our Wants before 
him is ready to relieve us, we ſhould be abſurdly em- 
| ploy'd in petitioning for Supplies, and expecting them 
from him. If either our Meanneſs made us below his 
Notice, or our Vileneſs gave him an Averſion to us, our 


Applications for help would be theSacrifice of Fools; one- 


ly empty Words, vaniſhinginthe Air, and not ng, 


the Ears of the Lord of Hoſts. Tt is this Perſwaſion o 
Mind, that God hears his humble Suppliants, and exer- 
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©Goeodneſs towards us; that it moves us by the Sight of | 


und . Cod; and to gloritie God by the diſplay of his 
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„ciſes his Power and Goodneſs towards them, which 
moves all thoughtful Perſons to apply to him for help, 
andi daily to preſent their Supplications before him. And 
all confiderate* Worſhippers do Honour by this to the 
Perfections of God, whilſt they are lay ing open their ] 
Amper ſcetions, and asking the Supplies of them. t 

THESE Obſervations may convince us, that Suppli. At 
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"lis; - £4tions whether for the Supply of Wants, or the Removal e 


of Evils from us, is a proper Service of ſuch dependent a 
*:Creatures, grounded upon the Command of God, and t 


3 
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- The Senſe of our Wants and Weakneſs, and his Power and 


our Imperfections to humble our Selves under the mig ht 


Perfect ions, and acknowledgment of his Mercy over 


. #8 his Works. 


a. 2 


SLCx 
/ Interceſſion. 


NTERCESSION, which is another part of 
Prayer mentioned by St. Faul, 1 Tim. 2. 1. and 
ſignifies properly the pray ing for other Perſons, is 
as agreeable to the Reaſon and Nature of Man, as the 
former has been ſhewn to be. For the ſame Nature in all H 
Mankind, and the fame wants Bodily and Spiritual being | << 
eommon to all of us, make our Prayers for one another an k 
Act of Reaſon, and a proper Expreſſion of Benevolence | © 
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to our common Nature. 


» 
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Nor to ask Bleſſings" for others, when they want Þ © 
chem as much as our Selves, and not to deſire Happineſs 
or them, when they are as capable of it, as we are; is MP: 
pot to treat their Nature as it 15-in-it-felf, nor to regard 
E 1 von *, 


it; a8 Reaſon requires it to be regarded by us, The neg⸗ 
lecting to pray for others, is to ſhew 2 want of Eſteem 
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for a part of human Nature, and a want of Regard to the 
Image of God, imprinted on it. 


As Interceſſion is thus founded. in a Sameneſs of Na- 


ture; ſos it proper to excite a Sameneſs of Affection, and 
to make us cordially love all we cordially pray for. For 


them? Can we intercede for the Remiſſion of their 


4 
| 


b 
ö 


| 


Honour equally with our Selves, they are proper to im- 

| © prove our Kindneſs, and heighten pur Eſteem for them. 
© BErsriDEs that Interceſſion is reaſonable in it ſelf, 
and promotes Love and Kindneſs amongſt Men; it very 
much magnifics the divine Perfections, and gives us enlarge 
ed Notions and Conceptions of them. For when we pray 

1 ſor all Men, we acknowledge the Power and Goodneſs 
of God to be extended to all; to Chriſtians and Infidels, 
Jews, Turks and Heathens; that he diffuſes his Bleſſings 
t Never the face of the whole Earth, and gives Millions of 
« I Supplies, and pardons Millions of Tranſgreſſions in every 
J „ 3 1 
anne 

| ph then 
7 then 


can we defire all kinds of Bleſſings for our Brethren, 


and at the ſame time entertain Hatred and ill will towards 


Offences againſt God, and retain a Memory, or require 
Satisfaction for their Offences againſt our Selves? It is 
ſtrangely prepoſterous to be expreſſing Kindneſs for them 


wa 


Ant 


x 
[2 


dealings: And this Inconſiſtency ſhews us, either that 
© theſe Prayers muſt be laid aſide, which cannot be done 
without tranſgreſſing the divine Command; or that the 
Hatred is to be put away, which indeed ought to be 
done, as the divine Commands require it. 


ꝑKINDNESs is the Principle from which Prayers for 


; the Brethren flow ; andas the Prayers fix our thoughts 
upon their.exalted Nature, and their being entitl'd to 
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in our Prayers, and ſhewing Unkindneſs to them in our 


49 * 2 
4 | cg ru err ad 6 114,95 eee W 
. 3 2 —  —_— — — — eee W . 
* . rr — 2 e 


; TV 


then when we conſider him Supporting the whole World, 
and never more extenſive Notions of his Mercy, then | 
when we conſider Numberleſs Sins every Moment forgi- | 
ven by him; and our Prayers for all Men carry thee NY | 
high Conceptions of God in them, expreſſing our Belict WR 
that God gives thouſands of Bleſſings in thouſands of, 
Places, and thoſe innumerable Gifts which for innumer - 
able Perſons are ask'd by us. Ti 3 
FRO M the Nature of Interceſſon, as expreſſing a juſt Yr 
Regard to Men, and exciting Love for them; and as ex- 
hibiting God munificent to all, opening his hand, and filling 
all things living with plenteouſneſi, Interceſſion appears to 
be a reaſonable Duty; and fit for Man, as it expreſſes his 
Senſe of the divine Perfections, and his Love and Concera jy 
for his Fellow-Creatures. | 9 | ; 


SECT. V. 
Of Thankſetving. 


N hong of Supplications we ſaw the Comforts of 
| the Natural, and Aſſiſtances of the Spiritual Life to 
come from God; and every one's Reaſon will tell Mi 
him, that the Giver is to be thank'd for his Gifts, and! 
that the Goodneſs which beſtows Bleſſings is to be extolled 
by thoſe that receive them. And there ſeems to be a 
natural Tendency to this in the Soul of Man, ſeeing e- 
very one finds upon the Receipt of Gifts an Eſteem and 
Love for the Giver ariſing within him. hs 

IX all ingenuous Natures the Kindneſs of our Fellow- 
Creatures raiſes Sentiments of Love, and a readines to 
applaud and praiſe them for it; and earthly BenefaQors, 
how wealthy or honourable ſoever, may beſides che 
Praiſes have other ſuitable Returns made to them: * 
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he Divine Fulnes receiving nothing from us, our Praiſe 


as 


ſor his Goodneſs, and Thanlgivings for his Gifts to us, 
become by fo much the more reaſonable Return, as they 
are the onely Return, that can be made by us. And as 
that Tendency of the Soul to requite a Kindneſs, can no 
other ways be exerted for theſe Gifts; when we ſuppreſs 


theſe Sentiments of Love, and Praiſes of his Mercy, we 


As Nature dictating the Duty, ſo the Pleaſure that 
accompanies it, very powerfully recommends it ; for in 


with the Heavenly Hoſt in Praiſes, has a Heavenly Joy 
from it; ſuch a refin'd high delight, as exceeds that of 
FS - . | 

Service being deſigned for our Eternal Employment, and 
to give us Eternal Happineſs, gives us the ſame kind of 
Happineſs at preſent, but infertour only in Degree, as 


leſs capable of fulnes of Joy from it. 
Bor inferiour as it is to Heavenly Enjoyment, yet 
it is the moſt perfect and exquiſite Pleaſure that we know 
here; and the good Man has never ſo ſull Happineſs, and 
oſo full a foretaſte of Heaven, as when his Soul is exerted 
Il 


8 


his Goodnefs to him. The Pſalmiſt deſcribes the Plea- 
fure by the grateful Taſte of arrow and Fatneſi, but no 
pariſon can reach the Delight of it 

As AIN. Theſe Acknowledgements of paſt Mercys 


Bleſfings, as they lay before us that Infinite Coodneis, 
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heart 
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do a Kind of Violence to our Nature, and filence the 


hankſgivings the Soul riſing to Heaven, and joining 


Senſual Pleaſures and Worldly Enjoyments. For this 


our inferiour Facultys perform it leſs perfectly, and are 


in the Praiſes of God, and rejoycing in the Expreſſions of 
ſenſitive Enjoyments expreſs it fully, no earthly Com- 


gare Koper Monitors to depend upon God for future 


I which is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. Ard 


what is another Advantage equal to this, they diſpoſe 
ie ud fit us for the Reception of the Bleſſings; a grareful 


| | fall be given, and he ſhall have more Abundance, * 


1 i | AMONGST our Selves we eſteem the Grateful de.. 
21 Fi ſerving of Favours, and are inclin'd to ſhew them more 
| |! ö Kindneſs when we ſee them thankful for what they have, 
af And we learn from the Eſalmiſt, that God bears the ſame 
108 Regard to Gratitude, and continues his Bleſſings, wheat 
110 his People extoll him for them, Let the People praiſe the, 
all O God, let all the People praiſe thee; then ſhall the Earth 
140 bring forth her increaſe, and God even our God ſhall give u 
LIE E other parts of Prayer, Thaskſgiving is not only 


many acknowledgements of his Beneficence, and Ex h. 
preſſions of our Joy in it; adeclaring to his Honour, that Ui 
- tho' he is high and lofty, and inhabiteth Eternity, yet he 
hath mercifully condeſcended to extend his Bounty to us 
Mortals upon Earth, and hath ſaved our Life from De- 
ruction, and crowned us with Mercy and loving Kindneſs. | 
The Songs of Praiſe are always Songs of the loving Kind. 
eſs of the Lord, and with our Mouth we ever ſhew forth hu 
Truth in them, We declare his Mercy to be ſet up for ever, 
and his Faithfulneſs to be eſtabliſh'd in the Heavens; That he K 
is our Rock, and our Deliverer, the horn of our Salvation, 
and our high Tower ; that he ſatisfieth our Mouth with good 
Things, and delivers us from the Evils that would fall | 
upon us. And theſe acknowledgements give Glory to 
God by repreſenting him as he is, full of Compaſſion and 
Mercy, and plenteous in Goodneſs and Truth. th 
Tue giving Thanks for other Men as well as our] he 
Selves is a Duty requir'd of us in Scripture, 1 Tim. 2. 1. 
and thus alſo appears to be agreeable to Reaſog. For if itÞ 


2 


is 


ww 


Ay. 

s reaſonable to pray for all Men (which has appear'd al- 
Fcady ) it muſt be reaſonable to give Thanks for all Men; 
pecauſe this is only acknowledging the Return of our 
"Prayers, and the Goodneſs of God in anſwering them. 

= As the Bleſſings of God from the fame Nature in us 
zill, give the ſame Joy to others, which they do to our 
ſelves, we ſhall give the ſame Thaxks for their Bleſſings 
zs for our own, if we love them as our ſelves, which 
poth Reaſon and Revelation require of us. PT 

Z THess Thankſgivings for all Men do glorifie God 
more highly, as they make Acknowlegements of more 
extenſive Mercy, and declare his Bounty filling all 

Men living with Plenteouſneſs: And the Service is the 
yi Fore acceptable to him for it's being diſintereſted, and 
from its flowing from a principle truly generous and ap- 
nr 
2 From this Account of Thanksgiving, the Duty, 1 
hope, appears highly reaſonable and beneficial ; As it is 
at Fictated by Nature; as it gives us the greateſt Pleaſure 
ae we know here, and a ſurer Title to future Bleſſings; 
u and as it declares God to be the Fountain of Goodneſs, 
nd Author of all Good to us, and to all Men, m7, 
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Ob jections againſt Prayer con ſider d, 


ILA VIN& now gone thro' the ſeveral Branches 
11 of Prayer, and ſhewn that each of them is a Tri- 
pute merited by God, and due from Man. I hope my 
Readers may be better able to judge, how little Weight 
there is in ſuch Objectioms againſt the Duty, as they may 
ur hear of in a looſe and corrupt World. 15 
Ae has been declared to be «ſells aud ume. 
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State by an eternal Decree, and gives or denies Bleſſings BY 
as 15 decreed concerning us. | 


' Senſes, our Prayers are intended to keep up a due Senf 


and all the Bleſſings we have, are deſigned ro magniſſ 
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_ Fivings to the Father of Mercies ſhould | hp us the Dil 
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a a readineſs to ſerve him. And the Converſe with hin 
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leſs uſeful to us. 
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ceſery for theſe Reaſons, becauſe God knows our Want 
before we ask him, and 2&ly becauſe he has fixt out, 


WE acknowledge with theſe Perſons, that God 
knows what things we have need of before we ask them; 
and ſhould conclude with them too, that our Prayer 
were uſeleſs, if they were deſigned to inform him of ou 
Wants, and acquaint him with them. But as an inv 
ſible Hand conducts all the Affairs of the World, and 
Men are prone to forget what does not fall under the 


of our unſeen Benefactor; and by repreſenting to us thi, 


Perfections of the divine Nature, and the Imperfectiou 
of our own, to perſwade to ſuch Diſpoſitions and AG 
ons as are proper for us. Oe 5 
Tus Confeſſon which enumerates our Sins, is de 


ſigned to give us a Senſe of our Unworthineſs, and ti 
work in us Poverty of Spirit by it. Petitions for Help 


our Notions of God's Power and Goodneſs, and give uf 
a truſtful Confidence and Dependance on him. Than 
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poſition of dutiful Children; and a deſire to pleaſe, an 


in theſe ſeveral Parts of Prayer, does naturally tend tf 


> Be$1DEs this; there muſt be a firneſs in us to fe 
ceive Bleſſings, before the Holineſs of God can diſpeni4 


them to us; and when this firneſs conſiſts in putting. 


away Sin, and giving up our ſelves to his Service, (ß. 


vi 


(13) 

Pill appear hereafter ) and this Purity and Devotion of 
Pur ſelves are almoſt naturally effected by conſtant 
Prayer, Prayer from this becomes neceſſary to obtain 
Pupplies of our Wants, and all the Bleſſings that are pro» 
per for us; for though God knows our Wants without 
pur asking, we are not fit to receive Supplies without it; 
por are qualified for his Bleſſings, till this dutiful Service 
bas given us a dutiful Diſpoſition; as will appear more 
July, when we come to conſider the Qualifications for 
Prayer, which are requifed of us. | 

Pau Miſtake of this Objection lies in this, that the 

Puty is looked upon to be enjoyned by God for his own 
e Jake; as if he was to be informed of our Wants, or mo- 
ed by it to relieve us, when he is not inclined to it. 
Whereas when it is conſidered, as it really is, command- 
Id onely for our ſakes, and our ſole Avantage, it appears 
Irxcellently well calculated for our Progreſs in Religion; 
Ind neither God's Knowledge of our Wants, nor his 
Y eadineſs to relieve them, do deſtroy the Neceſſity, or 


. 
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MP iminiſh the Benefit of it to us. 
= 2d/y. THA other Suggeſtion is, that all Events, 
ad every Man's Condition Natural and Spiritual are fizt 
by divine Decrees from all Eternity, and therefore the 
n pleſlings which were decreed will be given, and the Eviis 
WF hich were not in the Decree, will be averted, whe» 
er we pray or no. 2 
urs Aſſertion takes away all other Religious AQi» 


n 


fe . 
ent lx might be ſhewn from Scripture, that there are no 
ting pecrees of God, which deſtroy the free Choice and vox 
(Watzry Action of Man; but I would only obſerve what 
ay ß 


(14) 
"my prefent Argument requires, that there are no divine 
Vecrees, which make Prayer uſeleſs and unneceſſary o 
us: And Iaſſert it for this plain Reaſon, becauſe "God 
who does nothing in vain, would not then have enjoined 
Prayer as a Duty to us. If his Eternal and Secret Decrees | 


had either ſhur up his Bleſſings from our Prayers, or? 
enſured the Bleſſings to us without them, his openReve- Þ* 
lat ion wou'd neither have commanded us to ask, and pro- 
miſed we ſhould have from it; nor declared that we have 
not, berauſe we a not. For this would make his ſecret 


and revealed Will inconſiſtent, and be a blaſphemous 1 
Charge upon the divine Perfection. 1 


The Commands to pray, and Promiſes to grant out“ 


Prayers, make it certain there are no divine Decrees Þ*: 


which ſuperſede the Duty, or obſtruct the Benefits that 
are promiſed to it. And if we may deduce the Decrecs | 

_ of God from the Revelation of his Will; we rather! 
conclude it his Eternal purpoſe, that asking ſhould be] 
rhe Condition of receiving, and they who refuſe to as, 
ſnould not receive from him. 
WII may reſt in this as a certain Truth, that if ei- 
ther the Omniftience or Decrees of God, had made Prayet 


unneceſſary to Men; his Wiſdom and Goodneſs would i 


* 


of themat the Peril of their Souls. 
The Neglect of Prayer inexcuſable. 


FT7THEN the Duty is eſtabliſhed upon Reaſon, 
Ly and Objections fall before it, the Neglect of it 
un any Condition whatſoever mult be contrary to Rea- 
fon and inexcuſable. For, I would obſerve, that the 
An 2s > Da 


never have made it a Duty of his Word, and required it 


CF 7 

BZ Duty is of ſuch a Nature, and fo conſiſtent with every 
tate of Life here, that Men of all Degrees and all Em- 
ployments have Opportunitys + 

© Wren Providence allots but little Worldly Buſi- 
EZ neſs, there is plainly a great deal of leiſure for Prayer, 
and other Spiritual Exerciſe; and in theſe Circumſtan- 
ces, that Precept of Scripture to continue in Prayer, and 
EZ atch in the ſame, more particularly belongs to thoſe 
EZ Perſons. And when a great deal of Buſineſs is allotted, 
Prayer is ſtill deſigned to be joined, and jntermingled 
withit; that this Invocation of God may Sanctifie the 
Employment, and procure Succeſs in it. And every. 
Employment, how little Intermiſſion ſœ ver there is in 
it, will admit of ſome Ejaculatory Prapers; and without 
obſtructing the progreſs or diminiſhing the profits of it, 
allow ſome breathings of the Soul to God, and deſires 
ſent up to him throughout the daily Attendance upon it. 
Every Perlon, whether he is employed in private, 
£] 


or in publick; whether he is much alone, or much in 
| Company; whether his Employment requires Attend- 
ance of Body or Mind, or both, may often in a Day, 
fend up his Soul to God; and conſiſtently with the In- 
tereſts of this World, keep up an Intercourſe with the- 
other, and ſeek after a better and more enduring Subſtance. 
As the Duty of Prayer lies open to all Men, and alt 
Conditions of Liſe allow Opportunitys for it; ſo do 
the various Circumſtances of Men afford as various Calls 
and Engagements, and every difference in Condition a 
different and particular Motive to it. 1 
Tross that abound in Wealth and Plenty have 
Reaſon above others to thank God for theſe diſtinguiſh- 
ing Gifts, and the greater Opportunitys of doing good 


It ſy them. And as theſe Enjoyments bring along with 
che them particular Temptations to Pride and Vanity, Ex- 
f 


Fravagance and Luxury, they have Reaſon above others 
„ C 2 | to- 


(16) 
do pray for preſervation from theſe Sins of their Station, 
and for particular Aſſiſtance to employ their Riches, as | 

God requires them. 

T HOSE who are ſtrugling with Poverty have Rea- 
| fon to thank God, that they have not the Means of? 

Luxury, and Incitements of Pride, which plenteous 

Circumſtances bring along with them. And as their 

State expoſes them the more to Stealth and Fraud, and 

murmuring Complaints; they have the more Reaſon to 

pray for Integrity and Juſtice, and Contentment in the 

Station in which God has placed them. 1 

Ex all the different Stages of Life, and all the Allot. 

ments in each of them; Proſperity and Adverſity; Di- 
race and Honour; In the Practice of Piety, and in the? 

eglect of it, there are particular Wants, and particular 

Obligations to Prayer ariſing out of them; ſo that what - 

ſoever our Condition is in the World, or how ſoever at 

any time it is changed to us, Prayer always preſents it 
ſelfa Duty; and we have always Opportunitys to perform 
it, and always Wants to require it, „„ 

THERE is no living then in the Neglect of Prayer 
under theſe ſtrong Calls of Reaſon, and the expreſs Com- 

mands of God, without laying aſide all Claim to the Di- 
vine Favour, and forfeiting the Salvation which Prayer 
promores and procures for s. 


CE A P. II. S ECT. I. 


OF the Bleſing, that ara to be asked in Prayer. 


HEN Prayer has appeared to be a reaſonable 

Duty, and incumbent upon all Men, the next] 
Ĩzaquiry is, what is the Subject Matter of it, ot 
what Gifts and Pleſſings are to be asked in it; for if ve 0 
| | amiſs, 
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ani St. James tells us, we have not, We receive no- 
chung when we ask improper things, or for improper 
Ends. 
| q AND in this particular,. he who knows our Wants 
better than we our felves, has told us that we know not 
174 to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit helpeth our Infire | 
[ miys, Rom. 8. 26. - 
; | 1 Ir we had been left to the Dictates of our own Mind 
and to ask what our Souls moſt deſired, the Intereſts of 
the World which have our warmeſt Affections, would 
gave had our devouteſt Prayers, and frequenteſt Petitions; 
And by this erroneous Judgment, Wealth and Ad ance- 
1 ment, luxurious Tables and flowing Plenty, would have 
burthened our . and wounded the Ears of the 
5 Tord of Hoſts. 
Þ Ox the other hand. The Servile Offices of Lifez 
which the greateſt part of Men muſt be employed in to 
oppor: Society, and diſtribute the Comforts of Life a- 
n mongſt us; as they appear hardſhips and hindrances to 
13 — would have been generally deprecated, aud 
a deliverance from them deſired with the greateſt Earneſt - 
0 F.. And thus the greateſt part of Men, if they had. 
en left to expreſs their own deſires, would have been 
in effect praying for the diſſolution of Society, and 
N ant and Miſery to the Members of it. 
Lo prevent theſe abſurd Petitions, it has pleaſed Al- 
: ighty God by his Holy Spirit, whichhelpeth our Infir- 
p#zitys,. to ſhew us in his Holy Word, what is proper to 
be asked by us; and what our Nature conſidered in it 
| elf, and in its Relation to God, requires us to ask of 
um. 
Tur xx are ſeveral Directions of this kind inter- 
ext ſperſed in the Goſpel, and we are encouraged by them to 
k for Wiſdom, James 1. 5. for the Holy Spirit, Luke 
E:. 13. and for every thing that will make our Foy * 
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and ſerisfie t our Nature; John 16. 23. 24. Bat the fullc 7 
Inſtructions in this particular, are given by eur Saviour, 
when he was teaching his Diſciples to pray, and there. 
fore purpoſely treati g this Argument, Lale 11. 1. 6c, 
And tho“ there has been ſome diſpute, Whether the form | 
of Words preſcribed by him is neceſſary. ro be uſcd, iy 
and Prayer is not acceptable without it; yet it is agreed | 
on all hands, that the Gems is a full Directory for Prayer, Wl 
and every acceptable Prayer is to be modelled by it. 
So that the Knowledge of what we are to pray for, will 
be beſt deduced from the Lord's Prayer, and the ſeveral 4 
things that are asked in it. + 
F iſt, As Godand Man are the two Parties in Prayer, 
It is obvious that this Prayer has Regard both to God's 4 
Glory, and Man's Happineſs; to the Glory of Gad in the, 
firſt place, as the great End for which he made all his“ 
Creatures, and to which the Actions of his rational Crez 5 
tures ſhould all be directed. : 
THrs is asked in the three firſt Petitions, and we are « 
taught by them, that a Reverence for God, and all things, g 
Sacred; the propagation of his Goſpel; and the Obedi- 
ence to his Will throughout the World, are to be theÞu 
important Requeſts of our Prayers, and ſome of the Pe- 
titions of our ſtated Addreſſes. # 
IN praying that God's Name may be ballewed, we pray 
that all his Creatures may worſhip and adore him; and 
that he who is Holinefs it ſelf, and every thing that 3 
Holy by it's Relation to him, be diſtinguiſhed in theit pt 
Regard, and treated with Reverence. In pray ing that. 
his Kingdom may come, we pray ſor the Rill greater diſplay i 
of his Power and Goodneſs; to be manifeſted on Earth 
by the wider fpreading of his Son's Rule, and univerſal Wri 
Subjection to it; and perfected in Heaven by his perfect-Þ 
ing the H Happineſs of his faithful Servants. In praying {4 
575 25 Will may be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven, we 
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F* pray thi the Meh of the whole Earth may pay a clients : 
N ful, univerſal, and conſtant Obedience to the great God, | 
even as the Saints and Angels do in Heaven. 
Ay theſe Petitions include in them all thoſe Gifts 
| : and Graces which are neceſſary to effect theſe great Ends; 
uch as Faith in God, and his Revelation; che Fear and 
Love of him; a Zeal for his Glory, and Gratitude for his 
\ Aercys; an humble deportment of our ſelves, and dili- 
gence in the Dutys required of us: All theſe and all 
pther Gifts and Graces, which promote the divine Glory, 
l nd the performance of his Will on Earth, are included 
In theſe general Petitions; and the Petitions are a Direction 
% Marrant for our particular Addreſſes for them. 
d 2d. Ar TER Regard had to God's Glory in the 
Uhree firſt Petitions, (for his Glory is promoted by the 
| AO we pray for in the third; as our Saviour tells - # 
s, herein is my Father glorifred that ye bear much Fruit) | 
. are next directed to regard our ſelves, and the wants | 
ref four Nature: And firſt the Nourichment of the Bod y. 
5, 4 this is neceſlary to our Being and Preſervation here; 
yd as the Dutys of the Soul cannot be difchar ged withe 
be gut . 
-A. I the supplies of this kind are ex>reſſed here by 
1 read, Which being the principal Food and Support of 
1 ile, is uſed to expreſs all the other Neccſſarys of Life 
* dus. This extenſive Signification of Bread is frecuent- 
bound in Scripture. . Jacob expreſſes all the Proviſion. - 
| rthe Body by Bread and Raymeut, Gen. 28. 20. - Alt - 
L e Plenty of Potiphar's Houle, and all the Proviſron or 
Goh s Tables when he was in his Glory, are expreſſed ' 
90 Bread, Gen. 3 9. G. 43. 31. And when Ilaiab de- 
i Tribes the proſperity and plenty of the righteous, he ſays, 
- [read ſhall be given him, and vis 72 Gall be ſure, 
og N 23. 16. 
wel W are d directed then by the Petition ſor our daily 
"ay Treis 
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f 2D } 
Bread, to pray for the good things of this World, which n1 
our. Being and well Being here require: The Health|; 
which is neceſfary for our Employment; and the Wealth t. 
which is proper for our Station; the Power of Action 
and the Succeſs of Buſineſs; and all other Bleſſings which 
refreſh and comfort us, as Bread does our Natures we Ax 
Hunger calls for it. ND 12 
IT Isõ Petition will alſo take in the fruitful Seaſon 
which fill our hearts with Food and Gladneſs; the Tranqui: | 4 7 
lity and Peace, which allow the Enjoyment ; the Repuf g 
} 
7 


4 


tation, Friends and Liberty, which give the Reliſh u 
them. All theſe and all other Wordly Bleſſings, which 
our Nature or Station make neceſſary for us, are inclug 
ed in this Petition, and directed by our Saviour to bir 
prayed for by us. TD 1 abc 
Bur when our Lord thus directs our Prayers ſofÞ@o 

_ Earthly Bleſſings; I would obſerve to you from his owifFo 
Example, that the Prayers are to be offered up with Sub pu 
miſſion to the Divine Will, and the Bleſſings onely ask e 
as far as they are expedient for us. For when he bal. 
the greateſt Weight upon him that ever kid upon human 
Nature, and his Agonys extorted his Prayers to remoſ | 
the Cup from him; yet he even then asked it with thif pr 
Refignation, Nevertheleſs not as I will, but as thou. i 
And as the preſſure of Evil can never be heavier, nf 
the wants of Comfort greater to us, than they were 10. 
Chriſt; his Example directs us to ask the Supplies of 
Comfort and deliverance from Evil, with-Submwiſſogy 
to God, and the reſigned Condition, if he ſees them fr 
As our Short-fighted Natures cannot certainly dic 
cetn, whether Wealth or Want, or any given Share of 
them, will moſt promote our true Happineſs, Abſoluie 
Requeſts for Worldly Enjoyments might really be Re 
queſts tor Spiritual Milery; and the Egg we are petition 


Is 


by 


n 
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Ig to nouriſh us, might be indeed 4 Scorpion to Sting 
s to Death. The Omniſcient God onely knows what 
Fate and Condition of his Creatures will beſt anſwer his 
Plory and their Happineſs; and this makes it fit in it 
f to ask no other Change of Condition, than he ſees 
Irpedient and proper for us: To ask any other would 
Ving a Curſe, and not a Bleſſing upon us. 
I would obſerve further from the Authority of &. 
EF cs, that we muſt ask all Worldly Bleſſings with a 
iht Intention and for a right End; for if we ak to con- 
ne upon our Luſts, he tells us expreſly we have not, 
games 4. 3. 8 
Ix at any time we pray for Riches, we mult not de- 
re them for the Sake of Grandure and Advancement 
pove our Brethren; but onely to enable us to relieve the 
Poor, to promote Religion, and bear down Vice by the 
Jower they give us. If we ask for Knowledge, we 
Duſt ſeek it onely that we may be uſeful by it; and that 
e may the better diſcern and embrace the Truth our 
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und the Knowledge even of the Holy Scriptures, good 
Ml 4 it is in it ſelf, and uſefulabove all others; if it is asked 
bi br the Sake of Reputation, and the Eſteem of Men, 
il F asked fora wrong End, and will be no Bleſſing, if it is 


ganted to us; for the grant of it in this diſpoſition wilk 


the Scriptures will expoſe us to greater Danger. 

10 FE Bs Glory of God, and our own and our Fellow- 
ff rcatures Happineſs are the great Euds to which all our: 
Eraycrs are to be directed; and to which all the Bleſſings 
die defire in them are to be made Subſervient. And 
 off®calth and Life ir ſelf are not to be asked for any other 
jute nds; nor indeed are Bleflings, when they are employ- 
Reto any other. | 


on zd. Tre next thing we are directed to pray for, is 
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ing the 


0 Elves, and go before and guide others in the Ways of it. 


ly gratifie the Pride of Life, and the greater Knowledge 
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the Pardon of Sins, and forgiveneſs of our Offences a. 
gainſt Heaven, 4 + 
Tusk are the great wants of our Nature, as we have 
numberleſs Tranſgreſſions, and muſt be miſerable for 
ever without the Pardon of them. And fo offenſive are 
Sins to a God of Purity, and ſuch a Change do they 
make in our Nature from what God made it, that wi 
could ſcarce have hoped for Pardon, if his revealed Word 
Ead' not declared it; nor preſumed to ask it, if the ſam 
Word had not directed it, 5 
Bur Sinfulas we are, the Mercy of God opens upoſ 
us; and this Petition and other Declarations of Scripture 
direct us to pray for the Pardon of all our Sins; all tha 
15 offenſive to God, which our Tongue has uttered, ou 
Hands have wrought, and our Heart conceived in us 
that the Sins which are as aCloud, and the Tranſgreſſion 
which are as a thick Cloud, may be caſt into the Sea, and putÞ'g 
3 METS — 
AND this Direction to pray for Pardon, directs the 
asking all the other Bleſſings that are conſequent upon it; 
the Removal of all kinds of Evil, Bodily and Spiritual 8 
Temporal and Eternal; which are all the Inflictions of 
Sin, and are all removed when Sin is pardoned. This, 
warrants our Prayers for the light of God's Countenanceſ 
and God's Favour to us; Peace of Soul and chearing 
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Hope; all thoſe Gifts and Graces which the Indulgenciſ 
of Sin obſtructs, and the Remiſſion of it opens to us. 
S 4th. WHEN we have asked the Pardon of our Sins b 
we are next taught to ask Aſſiſtance and Power again 
them, that Temptations may not prevail over us; nei- 
ther the Wiles of Satan, nor the Corruption of Nature 
nor the Deceitfulneſs'of the World divert us from our: 
Duty, or involve us in the tranſgreſſion of it. 13 
Ius Temptations to Sin are very numerous, and. 
ariſe from almeſt every thing about us; almoſt every 

| „%% 2 Enjoyment, 
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(23) 
E njoymeft, and every want of Enjoyment being im- 
proved into a Temptation by the Subtlety of the Devil, 
Ind by his Inſinuation powerful to ſeduce us. Even 
pur Table is made a Snare to us, and the Meat and Drink 
EF hich are the Nouri ſnment of our Nature, are very fre- 
Auently the bane and deſtruction of it. Riches are apt 
Jo elate, and Poverty to depreſs us beyond Reaſon. 
| Krowlege puffeth up, and Ignorance involves in Error; 
Ind even Acts of Piety may have a Phariſaical Pride at- 
ending them. Every Attainment natural and moral is 
gzpable of abuſe, and carries ſome Temptation to Sig 
FFF ith it; and in every one the corrupt Nature of Man 
Pithout the Aſſiſtance of God would yield to it. FS 
Wr are directed then here to pray, that in all the Oc- 
Equrrences of Life, and all the Inſtances of Duty, God 
*Fould aſſiſt us by his Grace, and ſtrengthen us againſt 
Temptation; and when Sin would enter at every Senſe, 
ind mingle with every Action, he would ſhut up the 
Avenues, and preſerve us from the guilt and danger of it. 
IN the Direction to pray againſt Temptations, we are 
rected to pray for the Holy Spirit, who gives us 
rrength. and Power againſt them. For when the Holy 
Feriptures declare that it is he who regenerates us, and 
er God creates us in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs ; we 
Hoy that it is he who ſubdues our corrupt Nature, and 
Ny { Mes the Temptations that would prevail over it; And 
\WMhcrefore the Command to pray againſt Temptations, 
Ja direction to pray for the Preſence of the Spirit, who 
no both our Guide to evade them, and our Aſſiſtant to 
al Wing us out of them. In a few Verſes after this Prayer 
er recorded, and probably to explain the Senſe of this 
Wtition, the praying for the Spirit is expreſly directed; 
Sd Aflurance given, that it ſhall be granted to thoſe 
C 
2 As the immediate Evil of Temptation is Sin, we are 
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directed here to pray to be preſerved from Sin in gence 
and every particular Sin that may be incurred by us; 
from Pride, Vain-glory, and Hypocriſy, Envy, Hatred, 
and Malice, and all Uncharitableneſs; Fornication, and 
all other deadly Sin which is incident to our Natur, 


And as the remote Evil of Temptation is thePuniſhment 1 
of Sin, we are directed to pray for Deliverance from th 
from all Miſery, bodily and ſpiritual, temporal and eter g. 


nal; the wrath of God, and everlaſting Damnation. 


THESE are the Requeſts which we are directed tft 
make to the God of Heaven; and by this Direction off? 
his Word, we who kyow not what to pray for as we of 


do now know every Thing that is to be pray'd for by us 
We know that in general, we muſt ask the Prome- ! 
tion of God's glory; the Neceſſaries and Comforts o 
this Life; the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, and Ali: 
| ance and Power to ſubdue them; and that according tp 


the particular State of the World, and the particul:r | 
Circumſtances of our {elves or others, we muſt offer wr 
particular Prayers for the ſeveral Bleſſings that are want 


ed by us. 


Io inſtance in ſome of the particulars. When | 
Door is opened to theGentiles, and Men zealous for Gd 
are endeavouring to propagate his Religion among! 
them; we ſhould particularly pray for a Bleſſing upon; 
their Endeavours, and Additions to the Church oi 
Chriſt by them. When Infidelity ſpreads, and Vice 


which is both its Parent and Offspring, gains groundbyM 
it; we ſhould be importunate with God to eſtabliſh the 
Faith, and reſtrain the Wickedneſs of a profane Age. 
When Famine, War, or Peſtilence; Sickneſs, Want, ot] 
Pain; publick or private Calamities lie upon us; ve 
ſhould particularly ſolicit the Rmoval of the Evil; ene- 


Jy with due Refignation to the Will of God in it. 
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Tus Sins which we repeat oftneſt ſhould have 


out 
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© our particular Prayers for the forgiveneſs of themz and 
© thole Temptations which we oftneſt yield to, be eſpe} 
EZ cially deprecated, and Heaven importuned to deliver us 
from the Evil of them. CET 
Lex the Reader here admire the great Mercy of God 
in allowing us to ask every thing that is wanted by us; 
in our private, or in our publick Capacities; fot our Ba- 
dies or for our Souls; for our temporal, or for our eter- 
g nal welfare. 

Tus Mercy will appear great, when he has ſeen the 
E. wy of God to grant all the Bleſſings that are asked 
of him, 


N Of the Promiſe of God to grant 
| our Requeſts. 
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HIS comfortable Promiſe is delivered in theſe 
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hat we are told here, that by praying to God, we ſhall 


ve 
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Joy to them. Verih verily I ſay unto you, whatſoever „ 
Jhall atk the Father in my Name, he will give it von. Hither-. 
ro je have aiked nothing in my Name: as, and ye ſpal 
rrceive, That your Foy may be full. John 16. 23. 24. 
We cannot have a fuller promiſe that the Prayers which! 
are made in Chriſt's Name, will procure the Bleſſings 
that are asked in them. 5 
To aſcertain our Faith the more, our Saviour draws 
à Compariſon betwixt a Father upon Earth, and our 1 
Father which is in Heaven; appealing as it were to ou 
dwn Experience, and the Affections we find in our ownſ* 
Breaſts. 4f ye then being Evil kyow howto give good Gif 
unto your Children, how much mere ſhall your Father which 
43 in Heaven, give good things to them that ask him? Matth. 
7. 11. If Earthly Parents, the beſt ef whom are Evil 
dn compariſon of God, are ready to relieve their Chil? 
dren and help them in Diſtreſs upon them, (and thiff 
Readineſs Children experience, and Parents fiud in thei 
yearning Bowels) much more is God, from his in 
finitely ſuperiour Goodneſs, ready to relieve his needy 
Creatures, and grant their Requeſts, when they call un] 
to him: The beſt of Children are nor fo ſure to b 
heard by the beſt of Parents, as a Suppliant to Hcavaſ® 
is to be heard by God, and bleſſed by him, ar 
THESE Declarations of the Divine Mord put it bel of 


vond all doubt that God hears our Prayers, and grant : 
Hur Requeſts, and he that can ſtill doubt whether hi p 
Prayers are anſwered; muſt doubt of the Veracity fc 
God, and the Completion of his Promiſe to us. . 
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 SELCE I 8 
pF Of God's deferring to anſcoer our 
13 5 | 4 | . 
| Prayers. 


x rx may be pertinently obſerved here, that God may 
1 ſometimes defer granting our Requeſts, for the Ex- 
erciſe of our Faith, and the invigorating. our Endea- 
Fours to remove the Wants from us. „ 

7 Trvs when a Man has lived in Sin for ſome time, 


and under a Senſe of it's Guilt does now pray to be de- 
Jivered from ſo much as one. ſingle Repetition, the 
Change of mind, and the Prayer that proceeds from 
it are no doubt acceptable to God; and. he who breaks 
ot the bruiſed Reed, nor quenches the ſmoaking Flax will 
ſo far hear him, as to continue the. Deſire to ſubdue. 
Sin, and ſtrenghthen the Watchfulneſs and Care in it 
If But then the Prayer may not be ſo fully anſwered at firſt, 
as to break the Power of the evil Habit, and free him 
oi from the Danger of Repetition. 5 
Fox God would have the Conqueſt as much as poſ- 
Iſible made by our ſelves: By the renewed Confeſſion 
of Sins he would have the hatred of them ſetled in us; 
il dy frequent Acts of Mortification he would have the 


4 ower,of them weakened; by a frequent renewal of our 
4 oly Purpoſes, he would have our Care and Vigilance 
increaſed; and by our continued Addreſſes to him, he 
would have our Aﬀections taken from Earth, and fixed 
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dy to hear than they to pray, will much more hear hi 
faithſul Servants, which cry Day and Night axto him, thong 
be bear lang with them. His Goodneſs will grant ther!“ 


Cluſions, and the diſcouragement in the Duty, and the! 


has attended to them will ſee, that God may withold the 
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Bur when his Wiſdom is thus perſecting our Re. 


formation, and his Mercy denies the full Aſſiſtance zt! ; 


firſt for the Accompliſhment of it: his holy Word ha 
directed us to Importunity and Continuance in Prayer, and“ 
aſſures us of obtaining the Bleſſings by it. Our Savio 
delivered the Parable of the unjuſt Fudge on Purpoſe to! 
recommend this Importuuity, and give us Aſſurance cf 
being heard by it, Lube 18, For when a churliſh Per. 
ſon, who could not be drawn to his Duty by the Pen 
of God or regard to Man, was yet prevailed upon by 
neceſſitous Widow's continual coming to him; God Who 
is compaſſionate to all his Creatures, and more res. 


Prayers at laſt, and though he ſhut his Ears a while, 43 
will fulfil their Deſire, and will hear them. N 
WE Prayers are not immediately anſwered, Men 
are apt to conclude, that God's Promiſe to hear is notſ N. 
fulfilled to them, or that their Sins are ſo great, as to 
ſhut his hand againſt them; I have therefore made theſe} 
Obſervations on purpoſe to prevent theſe wrong Con- 


dejection of Mind which ariſe from them; and he thaÞ* 


Bleſſings ws ask for ſome time, onely to qualifie us the 
better to receive them, and to make them the greater 
Bleſſings to us at laſt, AT 
Ix is certain from the Ford of God, that all duly qua- 
Lificd Prayers will be heard, and ſooner or later prevail 
for the Bleſſings that are proper for us. And what have] 
ve then to complain of, when Prayer to God is allowed] 
us, and all the Evils that are incident to our Nature are re- 
moved, and all the Bleſſings that are expedient for us are 
procured by it? The Lions de lack and ſuffer Hunger, but 
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(29) 
127 who ſeek the Lord, "_ want no manner of thing that 
| 1 foods 
| C H A FP. HI. 
Of the Extent of our Prayers. 
F are to be asked in Prayer, we would next confider 
for whom they are 10 be acked, whether for our Selves only, 


he former, we have the Direction of the Spirit, who help- 


[In it. 
7 Trvs &. Paul aalen, that Supplicarions, Prayers, 


F This Apoſtolical Precept does plainly require us to pray 


Tg the Divine Aſſiſtance. 
Ir we had been left in this to the Light and Dictates 
our own Mind, we ſhould ſcarce have preſumed to 


bf our own, we ſhould ſcarce have judged our ſelves 


Fithour troubling him with our Solicitations, or think- 
ng that our Solicitations would prevail for them. 
EO R an Interceſſor ſhould have favour with the Per- 


haye. 


0 — — 


HE N we have ſeen that all kinds of Bleſſings 


pr for all other Perſons; And in this particular as well as 


h our Infirmitys, and removeth our natural Blindneſs 


| Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks, be made for all Men; 
r Kings and all that are in Authority. 1 Tim. 2. 12. 


be all Mankind; for Jews, Turks, Infidels, and 
Chriſtians; and particularly for thoſe, who are diſtin- 
Fquiſhed in their Truſt and Station, as particularly need- 


pffer ſuch extenſive Prayers, and ask ſuch Multitudes of 
Fleſſings in them. For under ſo many Wants and Sins 


1 orthy to intercede for all other Men; but rather left 
Pod to diſpenſe his Bleſſings to them, as he ſaw fit, 


on he applies to; and when our Sinfulnefs and Demerits 
* God's hands deſtroy a all Claim of Favour, we ſhould | 
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(30) 
have thought our ſelves preſumptuous in asking BleMno5 Bile 
for others, when we have no Claim of any for ou D 
ſelves; ſo that if the Spirit, which helpeth our Infirmitys, 
had not expreſly directed us to pray for all Men, we! 
| ſhould probably have confined our Petitions to our owa! 

Wants, and not clogged them, as we might then have! 
thought it, with the wants ot others, and more Demand 
upon their Account. 1 

Bur by this Command of St. Paul, which requires 
Chriſtians to pray for all Men, Chriſtians are conſtitu - n 
ted Interceſſors with Heaven; and being Members off 
Chriſt the great Interceſſor of the World, are appointed 
to be employed in the ſame Office with him. They are 
ſo highly dignified -by. their Union with Chriſt their 
Head, and lo conſecrated to the Service of God, and the! 
Offices of Religion by it, that St. Peter calls Chriſtians 
in general, 4 Royal Prieſthood; and St. Jehn calls them] 
Kings and Prieſts unto God and the Father. 
Ap as this Prieſthood, or this peculiar Holineſs, | 
which Chriſt has derived upon them, makes them proper ÞEiv 
to be Interceſſors for the reſt of their Fellow Creatures, ſo | 
does the Ktiowledge, which they above the reſt of Men] 
have of the true God, and of the Bleſſings which he per- 
mits to be asked of him, qualifie them for the Office, | 
and make them fit above other Men for the mon 
oh it. TRUE W _ 
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9 iſt. Wur our Prayers are to be made for al Ape) 
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Men, we muſt a little more diſt inctly conſider the State nr 
of Mankind, to diſcern the Reaſonableneſs of theſe Prayers, Of 
and the Obligation to offer them. Ire 
A great part of Men do lie in Darkneſs and Errour, [@r 
ignorant of the true Worſhip of God, and not-knowing (lv 
what to pray for as they ought ; and by this Blindneſs they 
either ask not at all, or a amiſs, that they may conſume it ea 
PT SS BORN BY EG BRO En0 
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* (31) 
edge the Divine Image in them, and the Capacity of 
Divine Knowledge, which we our ſelves have, pray to 
heir God and ours to diſcover himſelf to them, and to 
yen their Eyes, and turn them from Darkneſs to Light, aul 
om the power of Satan unto God? 3 
Wau their Natures are capable of the ſame Happis- 
beſs as ours, and they deluded Creatures know not how” 
Jo ask it; ſhould not we who have the Knowledge ask the 
Happineſs for them, that they may have an Inheritance 
gwongſt them which are Sanctiſied by the Faith that is in: 
Feſus? Their piteous Ignorance, and numberleſs Evils“ 
Fhich ariſe from it, do reaſonably engage our Prayers“ 
hat God would manifeſt himſelf unto them, and male 
Eat known upon Earth, and his ſaving Health-among all- 
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THERE is afother part of Mankind, whoſe Preju- 
dice againſt Chriſt does ſhut their Eyes, and whom thée - 
Fail ſtill upon their Hearts does hinder from difcerning* 
lim; And there are many more, whom Impoſture has de- 
eived, and raiſed up another Prophet above him. And 
hen none of theſe know the one Mediator betwixt Gods: 
Man ( who alone gives Efficacy to Prayer, and for- 
Fhoſe Sake onely the Pray ers of Men are accepted) there- 
„much the ſame Reaſon to pray for theſe, as for the- 
Heathens themſelves; inaſmuch as they alſo*are- without 
Ehriſt, and Strangers from the Covenunt of Promiſe... When? 
hey know not the Advocate of Mankind, and therefore = 
e Annot ask him to plead their Cauſe; We who know: his”. 
„Office, and the-Benefits that: flow from it, ſhould de- 
re him to intercede for them, that they allo n remem 
r themſelves, and turn unto the Bord, and lay hold on the. 
lvation that was purchaſed for them. . 
ars Bleſſings are wanted by Jes, Turks, and & 
i: Heatbens; and when through their Ignorance they know 
bei Wants themſelves, we Who diſcern hem b, 
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dat is denounced againſt them. 


"T7 ; 
Fur greater Light, ſhould in regard to our common Na: 
ture endeavour to remove them. 1 
$ 2d. Bur amongſt thoſe who have received the! 
Truth, and 3 there are many who live ſo 
contrary to their Profeſſion, aud yield their Members Ser. 
Yants 10 Iniquity unto Iniquity, as to have the greateſt need] 
of the divine Aſſiſtance, and the comptrolling Power of 
God to reclaim them £ 
Ap a it is Inconſideration and Folly which involve g 
theſe Chriſtians in theſe deſtructive Practices, and ſhuÞÞ* 
_ their Eyes againſt the Danger of them; we who pro- 

| Tels the ſame Religion, and diſcern their Danger fron? 
the denunciations of the Goſpel, are rationally employed FF 
in averting the Miſery, and deprecating the Vengeance] 


A As. no other Perſons are more piteous Objects than 
theſe, who being bound by Covenant to be pure Aden. 
bers. of Chriſt, do by wicked Practices become impureÞ8 
 Adembers of a Harlot; who being heirs of Glory and 
Bliſs, become heirs of Shame and Perdition ; mere 
 Compaſlion and Regard to their immortal Nature, wil 
Move us to pray for thele miſerable Sinners, and beg off 
God: to pluck them as brands out of the Fire, and ſave them 
ſrom the Ruin that is impending over them. 1 
Bo x even better Chriſtians, and thoſe who live S 
fer ly. Righteouſly and. Godly in this preſent World, have yet "7 
10 many Dangers to avoid, and Temptations to ſtrive 
With, that they have need of all the Aſſiſtance, which 
both their own Prayers, and the Prayers of others can 
1 er Rp al 
AN D when God by requiring us to for alle; 
Men, deſigns us to — kindneb 50 fl by Tag Mea 
Dove all others from their better Behaviour, and God's , 
| bigher Eſteem of them, deſerve theſe Expreſſions of our 
Wege Jug the Rengh of our Laterceſſion for cher ſy 
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As they do the wie: their Father, Chriſt has taught us 
py his Example to eſteem them as Mothers, and Brethren, 
nd Siſters to us, Mat. 12. 50. And theſe endearing. 
Relations will the more effectually engage us to ſeek 


& 
2 


heir Happineſs, and ask for them the Bleſſings that are 


vanted by them. 58 

Tu us mercifully does God provide for all Men, 

Ind whether they know him or no, whether they are 

prevailed with to ſerve him or no, takes care that by 

ghemſelves or by their Brethren Prayers ſhould be made 
Egontinually for them; that their Natures ſhould never 

de intirely 44 ee but when for their Blindneſs they 
Ennot, or for their Negligence they do not ask the 
Nupplies they want, their Brethren which have more 
FKnowledge and more Goodneſs ſhould ask them for 
$ zd. Bur beſides theſe Prayers for Mankind fn 

general, St. Paul exhorts us to pray for Kings, and for 


1 
TT 

. 

1-88 

> 

J 4 


that are in Authority; directing us by this to recom- 
end them in particular to the Throne of Grace, and 
k thoſe greater Gifts, which their higher Stations re- 
ire. Theſe are God's Vicegerents, and his more im- 


pediate Inſtruments in the Government of the World, 
d the Preſervation of Peace and Order in it; and the 
Nerd they bear for the Puniſhment of Evil doers, is ſuch a 
errour to Evil Works, as above all other things preſerves 
om Murther and Robbery, and the outragious Wick- 
neſs which diſturbs the Peace of Society, And when ». 
r hey have this near Relation to God, and are the In- 
Aruments of ſo much good to Men, (the preſervation 
our Lives and Libertys, our Rights and Propertys 
ing under God owing to them) both the Honour of 
od, and our own Intereſt engage us to pray for the 


vp 


5 


bine Bleding upon them, and thoſe Gifts and Graces 
They 


n. Nat are wanted by them. 


vl 
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Exerciſe of their Power, and the Conqueſt of the 


to contrive the beſt Laws, and Impartiality and Courag . 
to execute them; And eſpecially a Zeal for God's Glo 


| theſe great Endowments, which are neceſlary for tl 
Diſcharge of their Truſt, and to make it uſe full to uw 


and we have the more reaſon to offer them up for them. 


nefited by their good Behaviour, our own Intereſt, aſt 
well as Duty to God and them, will oblige us to pray fa 


As Magiſtrates are thus entitled to our Prayers bg 


quiſite to diſcharge it; ſo are the Miniſters of Religion fol 
the very fame Reaſons entitled to our Prayers and Integ 
ceſſion for them; for they are the Vicegerents of Chril 
as the other are of God, and preſide in ſpiritual, as ti 


pray for him, and in the Reaſon of the Direction foral 
other Miniſters, that tterance may be given nnto then 
and they may open their Month boldly to make known the My 
ple ſeck the Law at their Mouths, that is, be inſtruc 


dy them in the fri and perſwaded by them to ad, 
here to it; great! 


TAE v are great Gifts, which are neceſſary for a du 


Temptations they ſtand expoſed to: No leſs than a 
Humility of Soul, which Flattery cannot elate, and if 
Temperance which Dainties cannot corrupt; Wildonfi 


ry, Which may engage them to exert their Power in 
proper manner, for the promotion of Religion, and ti 
ſuppreſſion of Prophaneneſs and Immoaality, And af 


are more and greater than are neceſſary for common Per 
ſons; Mapiſh ates, Supreme and Inferiour, have, upalſy 
this Account, the more need of our particular Praycrf 


As we are all concerned in their Behaviour, and be“ 
them. 
their uſeful Truſt, and great Endowments that are u 


other do in civil Affairs. St. Paul directs the People to 


HEN their Lips ſpould keep Knowledge, and the Pi | 
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ndowments and great Aſſiſtance #r0 
e - Heavdl 
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Heaven muſt be neceſſary for them. A heedto themſelves; 
hd to their Doctrine; to their Doctrine, chat it be ac- 
[tording to Godlineſs, and to themſelves, that their 
Podly Behaviour recommend it; a Courage to rebuke 
Pitch all Authority; and a double Portion of God's Spi- 
Fit to diſcover the Truth, and explain it; An unweari- 
Diligence, and an exemplary Charity, Faith, and Pu- 
ty, are all neceſſary for the diſchage of the Miniſterial 
ED fthice, and the Succeſs of the work committedſto them. 
Ad as theſe are greater Gifts than are neceſſary for 
heir Hearers, and their Hearers too are intereſted in the 
FSifts, and receive Benefit from them; it becomes in- 
FEmbent upon them from this to pray for theſe Abilities 
F® their Ainiſters, and for Grace to exert them to God's 
Plory, and Man's Salvation; And thoſe Perſons who 
geglect to pray for the Preachers of God's Word, can 
Farce be ſaid to defir: that the Ford may have free courſe, 
J be glorified in the World, . 
As Magiſtrates and Miniſters are to be prayed for, 
; for their Influence upon the Peace of the World, and 
the ſpreading of Religion in it; ſo do all other Perſons 
f Eminence and high Station claim particular Prayers, as 
Jhey are defigned to be a 3 Bleſſing to their 
k Brethren, The Words, that are in Authority in Sr. 
an's Precept, are in the Margin rendred, that are in 
inen Place; and the original Word ſo clearly expreſſes 
ole of diſtinguiſhed Station, that they are directed 
ere by the Apoſtle to be prayed for. 75 
Al theſe are like Lights ſet upon a Hill; their 
FE-xampleis ſeen further, and ſpreads its Influence wider 
Aßhat that of meaner Perſons. They have Numbers of 
„Pepeadents in whom their frowns are lufficient to diſ- 
zal ourage Vice, and their Encouragement ſufficient to 
n to Mirtue. They have an abundance to diſpenſe, and 
e a wile diſtribution diffuſe Comfort and Joy 9 
Ces them 
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For as the greateſt Kindneſs we can ſhew them, is 
us, if we did not pray for Aſſiſtance and Favour wp 
common Tryals, do want more than common Ali 
_ ance; and by this particular Burthen upon their N 


ation, and a happy Iſſue out of them. And as their ow 
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them. And this Power to do good above others, unÞ 
der an Abuſe and Miſemployment, does the more ham 
and ſpreads Sin and Miſery the wider. I; 
IN theſe Circumſtances to pray for Men of EH I 
nence that they may reſiſt the Temptations of the 58“ 
Station, and employ their Wealth and Power as Ga T. 
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requires them, is indeed to pray for the Promotion q 
Religion, and Succeſs to the proper Inſtruments of e 
fecting it. And when Religion is promoted by the 
Prayers, it muſt be proper and reaſonable to make then 
S 46h. Our Relations in the Fleſh, and thoſe wif 
by Friendſbip and Acts of Kindneſs are particularly endeau 
to us, have a particular Title to our Prayers for then] 


make God their Friend and continual Aſſiſtant; ſo ] 
ſhould be a-wanting in the Kindneſs that is due fro 


them; The common ties of Nature and Gratitude d 
bind us to theſe Prayers. 2 
ITunoskE who are in Afiition, Want, or Sick 
diſtreſſed in Mind, Body, or Eſtate, having more thalfſh 


ture, they are particularly entitled to the Prayers 0 
their Brethren, that they may have Patience and Reſiga 


Minds are diſtracted, and their Attention broke by Pain 
upon them; they who are tree from theſe Ae ' 
and fitter to pray for what is wanted by them, are by 
this greater Fitneſs, in Reaſon obliged to pray for then 
9 5th. BESsID Es theſe Interceſſions which a, 


grounded upon the Holy Scriptures, and the Reaſon oi... 


things. Our Saviour expreſly commands us to pray fu T 
our Enemies, and thoſe who deſpitefully uſe us, Mat. J. 44hoy 


And though corrupt Nature is with difficulty brought = 


{0 


C37.) 


to make this Return of Kindneſs for ill Treatment; yet 
Reaſon diſcovers the Fitneſs of theſe Prayers, and the 
ſelulneſs of them to our Enemies, and to our ſelves, 
TRE who indulge in Enmity, and ſtudy to 
poprieve their Brother, are declared in Scipture to be in- 
Fapable of Salvation, as long as they continue in this 
malicious Temper. And as their Thoughts are taken 
up with Miſchief, and their Endeavours employed to ex- 
xecute it; this hinders their own Prayers for the removal 
pf the Guilt and Danger from them. For when there is a 
arm Enmity, there is neither ſo much ſedate Thought 
s to diſcern their Danger, nor ſo much wiſe Reſolution 
s to pray againſt it; ſo that the Recovery of theſe Per- 
ns, if it is effected at all, muſt be effected by the 
Prayers of other Men, and the goodneſs of God giving 
War to: them... .- 7 1 . 
Ap of all other Interceſſors, thoſe who are injured 
by them, are moſt prevalent with God; for their readi- 
gels to forgive, and Prayers to God to forgive them, 
Bare ſuch a lively tranſcript of his own Goodneſs, as will 
ot fail to make the Prayers acceptable, and procure 
he Bleſſings that are asked in them. Theſe Prayers, we 
Ec told at the next Verſe, make thoſe that offer them the 
EC lilaren of their Father, which is in Heaven; and for this 
Neneſs to their Father, who maketh his Sun to riſe on tha 
vil and the good, and ſendeth Rain on the Juſt and on the Un- 
, their Perſons are dear, and their Services are accepted. 
Ab if Prayers for Enemies are the moſt likely 
Ileans to remove their Enmity, and to prevent the De- 
0 Fruction of their immortal Souls; the great worth of 


Nouls makes them highly reaſonable, and the deliverance 
b 
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om Hell, that is procured by them, makes them highly 

eneficial. = EH) 

| THE Removal of the Enmity by thele Prayers re- 

Moves the Evils and Injurics which it brings upon us 4 
i os | > ul 
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may be concluded from this Authorit 


Kingdom, the Interceſſion, if it is made from the Heart, 
will inſpire Love and Kindneſs for ſuch worthy Cre 
' tures: So that if the Prayers do not remove the Anget 


geod Will towards Men. 


And when Retaliation and Revenge would continue and 
multiply the Grievances, we ſhorten them by our Prayers, 
and make the Anguiſh and Loſs the lighter to us. As 
Solomon ſays, when a Man's Ways pleaſe the Lord, he ma- 
keth even his Enemies to be at Peace with him, the Prayers 
for Enemies, which we know to be pleaſing to the Lord, 
y to be a proper 
Method of freeing us from their Injuries, . 
Bu x if the Obſtinacy of our Enemies prevents theſe Þ 
Advantages to themſelves and us, there is another Ad. Þ 
vantage, which it is not in their Power to defeat, and 
which Interceſſion in its Nature carries along with it; 
and that is, theallaying the Anger, and reſtraining the Re- 
ſentment which their Injuries are apt to raiſe in us. For 
when we are asking God to give them Love and Kind-. 
neſs towards us, we cannot harbour Hatred and Malice 
| 
i 


againſt them. When we are interceding for them, as the! 
Redeemed of the Lord, and Heirs of his Heavenly 7: 


and Hatred of our Enemies, they will however prevem 
Anger and Hatred in us, and defeat the Temptation to 
them; And when Anger kindles Anger, as one Fire dos 
another, the Temptation is a ſtrong one, and the de- 
liverance from it a Bleſſing to us. F 

WIEN Prayers for Enemies do commonly turn thei 
Enmity into Kindneſs, and keep up our Kindneſs to- 
wards them; and moſt certainly procure us the great 
Favour with God, for thisChriſtian Return of their il 
Treatment ; they muſt be acknowledged to be a reaſont: & 
ble and beneficial Service, promoting Peace on Earth, ani 


Tusk Directions have we from the Nord of Golf 
avd eur 091 Reaſon enforcing it, to pray for all Men 
be LAI Re . . for 7 


| 


* : | 
For thoſe who know not the true God, or the true Re- 
7 deemer; for thoſe who know him, and ſerve him not 


— 228 rin : 
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15 


gas God ; and thoſe who endeavour to ſerve him faith- 
fully; for Magiſtrates as God's Vice-gerents; and 
2 Miniſters as Chriſt's Embaſſadors; for the Noble, and 


i Wealthy; Relations, and Benefactors; the Diſtreſſed 
and Needy; and for our very Enemies. And he that 


does not extend his Prayers through the whole World, 
and in the particular Circumſtances of Relation and Be- 
e nefaction; greater Truſts, and greater Trials, does not 
3 | make particular Requeſts for the Bleſſings that are want - 
d ed in them, falls ſhort of the Directions of God's Word, 
and the Obligations incumbent on him in this Duty. 
96 6th, Bur the Practice of our Saviour, Who 
[7 prayed only for thoſe, hom his Father had given him; 
And the Declaration of St. John, that there is 4 Sin unto 
2 Death, which is not to be prayed for, may appear to con- 
de tradict what has been delivered, and 1 be 
no conſidered betore I proceed. 0 5 
'® Ovxr Saviour ſpeaking to the Father ſays, I have 
manifeſted thy Name unto them, which thou gaveſt me out 
em f the World; I pray fer them, I pray not for the World, 
but for them which thou haſt given me, for they are thine. 
oe John 17. 6. 9. Our Lord who knew all Men, and 
do hat was in Man, knew who would receive the Benefits 
of his Death, and who through Wickedneſs and Unbe- 
nei lief would deſtroy their Title to it; and therefore he 
prayed not for thofe Sinners whom he ſaw irreclaimable 
and loſt, becauſe he knew the Prayers would be vain and 
fruitleſs; and this Action of the human Nature would 
have detracted from the Omniſcience of the Divine that 
Was united to it. 3 1 
Bur we who neither know the hearts of Men, nor 
Goll Their future Behaviour; nor can 22822 of any Man 


len {9 wicked ſoever at prelęnt, that he will be finally im- 


fol penitent, 


Cauſe he knew who they were; we are required to pri 
for all Men, becauſe we know not who they are, th 
will be excluded Salvation. | 3 


that he ſhall pray for it, 1 John 1. 16; N 


| Death, which St. John directs not to be prayed for 


them; and by pronouncing of their DeſtruRion belongs 


(4) 


peniteltt, ire obliged to pray for all Men without Er: 


ception, becauſe we know not when our Prayers will be! 


fruitleſs to any of them. As we diſcern not who are! 
| Reprobate, and have provoked God to withdraw his 


Aſſiſtance from them; if we refuſe to pray for any pat. 
ticular Perſons, we may refuſe to pray for thoſe, whonÞ* 
God deſigns to favour, and to bring to Repentance by 
the power of his Spirit in them: So that under our 1g. 
norance of the final State of Men, no Wickedneſs hoy 


great ſoever, ought to withhold our Prayers for the ſin. 


ful Perſons; but ſhould rather move us to pray for then 
with the greater Earneſtneſs, that we may reſcue them 
if poſſible, from their greater Danger, and from the Ia 
of Hell opening upon them © 1 

T 11s difference in Knowledge, as Chriſt Ene 1h 
Was in Man, and what would be his Portion at laſt ; and 
we neither know the Heart, nor final State of any Ma 
makes the difference in his Prayers and ours; and whe 
he prayed not for thoſe who would not be ſaved, be 


ST. John, when he is directing us to make Prayer 5 


For other Men, ſeems to exclude ſome Sinners from ti 


Benefit of them; There is a Sin unto Death, I do not ſa f 


Our Saviour had ſaid, that the Blaſphemy againſt iu 
Holy Ghoſt ſhoul never be forgiven, neither in this Nori K 
wor in the World to come; And as he faith in the fam 

lace, that all other Sins ſhall be forgiven unto Men, it 
bighiy probable, that this Blaſphemy is the Sia un 
When God has declared theſe Blaſphemers abſolute! + 
unpardonable, he has virtzally forbid all Interceſſion fo 
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hand, has made the Prayers for them as reprovable, as 
Samuel s mourning for Saul, when God had rejected him 
from being King over Iſrael. When St. John therefore 
zs declaring the benefit of Interceſſion, and that pardon 
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had done before, the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
„from the Pardon, and from the benefit of Interceſſion 
! for it. 1 
ſome would have it, either of a total Apoſtacy, or an 
Impenitence Which is obſtinate in Sin: It is certain that 
the Prayers for theſe Sinners will be of no Efficacy, be- 
cauſe their Deſtruction is declared in Scripture to be 
unavoidable. And if ever it is poſſivle for us to know, 
chat any Per ſons are under this, or any other irremiſlible 
| [Guile we are directed here by Sr. John not to pray for 


| of 


them. 
j which ſome of the firſt Chriſtians enjoyed, and if they 
Etures, and which of them had ſinned unto Death, they 
But as we have no ſuch Aſſiſtance, nor any poſſible Me- 
thod of diſcovering, who are finally impenitent and un- 
pardonable; And to pronounce it of any, beſides the 
plaſphemers of the Holy Ghoſt, would be that raſh Judg- 
ment which is condemned by our Religion; we are 


the expreſs Command of Revelation, to pray for all Men. 
. AND S. John, as appears to me, lays no other Re- 


out of them one Sin, which our Saviour had declared to 


* pe unpardonable; And as that was an Aſſertion, that 
fe Chriſt came in the power of the Devil, and wrought 
eco his miraculous Works by it, the Sin is got perhaps now 
5 een in the Ward, l. ah, 


of Sins is procured by it; he excludes, as our Saviour 


Bur if the Sin unto Death is to be underſtood, as 


TRE Diſceruments of Spirits was a miraculous Gifs, 
diſcerned by it the Spiritual State of their Fellow-Crea- 


vere properly directed here not to pray for thoſe Perſons, 


\FÞlainly obliged by che Reaſon of Things, as well as by 


Wtraint upon theſe general Prayers, than the excepting. 
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laid down in Scripture ; and beſides the Advantage u 
our Selves, in enlarging our Conceptions of the diviyſ® 
Attributes, and extending our Love for Man through. 


raged by a promiſe of being beneficial to our Brethren 
and procuring for them the Bleflings that are asked u 


here a promife that the faithful Prayers of God's Min 


the Sick Perſon, when that is expedient. If his Sin 


Brother ſin a ſin which is not unto Death, he ſhall aß, ani 
he ſhall give him Life for them that ſin not unto Death, 1 
John 5. 16. In all the Sins which are not abſoluteh 
unpardonable ( and there is no ſingle Ccmmiſſion be. 


| fides blaſpheming the Holy Ghoſt, which is declared. 
ſo) the Prayers of the Righteous are of force with God 
to prevail for Favour, and call down his Mercy upon . 
their ſinful Brethren. © I 


5 (4). I 
$ th. Trvs is the Duty of Praying for all Men i 
out the World; theſe Prayers are particularly encouſ* 


them. | 5 
WIN SF. James commands the Sick Perſon to ſelf 


for the Elders of the Church, that they may pray over him 
he ſaith that the Prayer of Faith ſhall ſave the Sick, andi 
Lord ſhall raiſe him up; and if be have committed Sin | 
they ſhall be forgiven. him. Fames 5. 14. 15. We hah 


iſters ſhall prevail for Health of Body, and raiſing uf 


brought the Sickneſs upon him, as is frequently tl 
Caſe; the Sins ſhall be pardoned through their Prayer 
and the Sickneſs removed from him. And leſt this Ef 
cacy of Interceſſion ſhould be thought to bereſtrained i 
God's Miniſters, and toariſe from their peculiar Office 
the Apoſtle in the next Verſe gives a general Command 
to pray one for another; and to encourage theſe mutui 
Prayers of all Men, he declares that the effeftual fervenſ 
Prayer of a righteous Man availeth much. = 

Wren St, John has directed Chriſtians in genera 
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to pray for their ſinful Brethren, he aſſures us that th. 


Prayers will procure Life for them. If any Man ſee bi 
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I do not ſay that theſe" Prayers, or indeed any other 
2 will procure Pardon of Sins, whilſt the Perſons are im- 
$4 penitent ;- (for the Goſpel has declared the impenitent 
incapable of Pardon) but they may prevail with God: 
to move the Sinners to repent, and by a ſight of their 
1; Guilt and Danger to draw them of from the Practices, 
u which involve them in Deſtruction ;3_ And when the? 
Amendment is procured: for them, the Pardon will fol- 
low upon it. 9 „ 

Bur if theſe Prayers of Love are at any time made for 
them that are loſt, and unto every good Work reprobate, 
yet the Goodneſs of God will not ſuffer the Prayers to 
be quite uſeleſs; but like the Peace which the Apoſtles: 
gave to an unworthy Houſe, which returned to them 
gain, the Requeſts for theſe unworthy Perſons will: 
pe returned in Bleſſings to thoſe that make them; and? 
the charitable Interceſſion will make them the more ac- 
erz reptable to God, for ſecking to make others acceptable 
au $ 8th. Before T conclude the Chapter, I would ob- 
iceif ſerve, that this Efficacy of Prayer for one another, puts 
ana t in the Power of the moſt ignorant, and the moſt deſti. 
tui bie. to be promoters of Religion, and bene factors to- 
ven do their Brethren; for when there is neither Wealth to 
I wpart, nor Eloquence to perſwade; their Prayers ſent: 
nera vp from a devout Heart, may give an inereaſe of Piet ya 
t the znd an increaſe of Wealth to thoſe t hey pray for. 
e hi | A good Man's Prayers extend his Power and Influence- 
antfhrough the World, and make him a Benefactor to- 
h, If z umberleſs Perſons, which he never ſaw and never heard 
ute. His Iaterceſſions reſtrain their Appetite* to Sin, 
be. hen Luſt leads to Indulgence, and procure the pardon 
laredÞÞt their Sin, when Luſt has perſwaded the Commiſſions 
Godt ic ; reſtrain the Power and Malice of the Devil, and 
vpoufſeliver out of his Jaws thoſe who were ready to be 
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TI good Man's Prayers have the ſame beneficial 
Influence upon temporal Happineſs ; the weal of Com. 
munities, and the proſperity of private Perſons. F 
Soono fays that in a little City which was be. 
q fieged by a great King, there was found 4 poor wifÞ 
Man, and: he by his Wiſdom delivered the City, Eccles. 9. 
14. 15. It is the Wiſdom of good Men which is the 
Safeguard of any Nation; it is their Prayers (ſent u, 
it may be from the pooreſt Cottages) which gi 
Princes their Honour, and Senators their Wiſdon;F 
the Magiſtrates Integrity; the Generals Conduct; ti 
Soldiers Bravery ; which lead on in ſucceſsful War, and 
at laſt by appeaſing the Divine Anger break the Bau 
and knap the Spear in ſnnders 
PRIVATE as well as publick Perſons receive bencli 
from Interceſſions; and all good Men, by their Prayaſf 
for one another, do mutually diſpenſe Health and Plenty 
and all other Bleſſings which their ſeveral Stations ri 
_ for them. This happy Communion of Saints ff 
the Prayers for one another give them. 
have inſiſted the longer upon Interceſſion, as it #þ 
pears to be the perfecteſt part of Prayer, and of high 
Acceptance. For when we pray for our Fellow-Cre 
tures, and deſire the Aſſiſtance and Favour of God fall 
them, we are employed, as Chriſt himſelf was, in u 
conciling God and Man, and under him do in ſome me 
„ oe: b 
Fux Soul is never fuller of Love, which is tif 
perſecteſt Principle of Action in it, than when it i 
offering up theſe Prayers with a fervent Deſire; 2nd 4 
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. 158 we perhaps never gain a nearer Union with God him, 
„ ſelf, than when we are expreſſing this Love for all Meng 
. For we cannot but dwell in Love, when we are offerin! 


up theſe Prayers of Love daily; and God's own Wong 
affures us, that he that delleth in Love, dwelleth p . 
nee ee i 
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; Of the proper Times of Prayer. 


6 1. 1 Now proceed to ſhew at what times Prayer 
4 


is to be made by us. And in this the Spirit 
£ helpeth our Infirmities, and teacheth us to pray 
alu) s, and without ceaſing. . . 
lx we had been left to determine the Times of Prayer 
by our own Reaſon, we ſhould probably have thought 
that God had fixed ſome ſtated Times of Audience to 
is Creatures; and that the approaching him in all parts 
pf Time, would have been a diſturbance, and à con- 
ſinual coming which would have wearied him. And as our 
Reaſon could not have determined which were the pro- 
per Times of applying to him, we muſt always have re- 
{Winained doubtful of the Seaſonableneſs of our Prayers, 
Rnd from this have been doubtful of the Succeſs of them. 
And if we had been uncertain, whether we ſhould be 
the better for them or no, we ſhould ſoon have been 
brought to Negligence, and by Degrees to a total 
Omiſſi on of them. | N 
Wo remove therefore this Danger to Mankind, and 
2 he natural Blindneſs which brought it on them, Our 
5 Savior has been pleaſed to command us to pray always, 


* Like 18. 1. and by his Apoſtle St. Paul, to pray with- 


put ceaſing, 1 Theſ. 5. 17. and to continue in Prayer, and 
arch in the ſame, Col. 4. 2. | 

THESE Precepts declare every Part of Time to be 
Proper for Prayer, becauſe we ſhould not have been re- 
Huired to pray always, if our Prayers in any part of it 
ad been unſeaſonable. If there had been any Period of 
F Life, 


Life, or any Condition & Circumſtances, in whichPracyſſ# 
had ceaſed to be a Duty to us, we ſhould not have bea 
commanded to pray without ceaſing ; 10 that the Seaſon. 
ableneſs of Prayer at all Times, and the Obligation 
to uſe it through the whole Courſe of our Lives, are plain. 
ly delivered in theſe extenſive Precepts. | © 
AND this perhaps is the Senſe in which the exten 
five Expreſſions of them are to be underſtood by uM 
for they cannot literally require us to ſpend ou 
whole Time in Prayer, or to be praying every Mo. 
ment of our Life without Intermiſſion; becauſe in thi 
Senſe the Precepts would enjoyn an impoſſibility to ou 
Nature, and ſhut out other Duties which are con 
manded as well as this. But if by praying always, auf 
without ceaſing we underſtand the making uſe of Pray 
in all Ages, and States, and Circumſtances of Lil 
the performing it at all ſtated Times, and the making 
frequent ſhort Addreſſes in Buſineſs and in Company; 
the Precepts then contain nothing impoſſible or 1ncon 
ſiſtent, but mercifully declare God's Ears to be opa 
to our Prayers at all Times, and require our Prayers t 
be made to him at all proper Opportunities. 
TES Precepts in this Senſe of them opening: 
Parts of Time to our Prayers, and extending the attend. 
ance on them to all Parts of our Lives, do implicitly com- 
mand a continual Fitneſs for the Duty, and a Diſpoſity 
on at all Times to perform it. For we ſhall not pra 
in every Part of Time, when our Circumſtances alloy 
It, if in every Part of Time, we have not a Diſpoſitio 
to pray, and a readineſs to lay hold on the Opportunt- 
ties for it. Without a continual Fitneſs for the Duty 
an Inclination to pray may ariſe in the Mind, or Ac 
cidents and Emergencies ſuddenly require it; and thi 
Soul for want of this Readineſs, not breath out its De 
_ fires at that Time, nor perform theſe precepts to pra 
which at that Time require it. Dao 


| Now that all Parts of Time are proper for Prayer; 
nd that all Parts of our Lives are to be employed in it; 
ind that the Soul is to be kept in continual readineſs for 
t, and actually exerted in it at all proper Opportunities, 
(as I apprehend it) the full extent of theſe Precepts 
b pray always, and without ceaſing. | : 
I would tranſiently obſerve here, that God's hearing 
ur Prayers at all Times, gives us exalted Notions of his 
finite Knowledge and great Perfection: for he mult be 
perfect Being, who in every Moment of Time hears 
In thouſand thouſand Prayers, and imparts as man 

icings ſuitable to the Conditions and Wants of thoſe 
that ask them; who hears and anſwers all theſe Prayers 
Fichout Interruption of his Enjoyment, or hindrance 
This Operations in numberleſs other Inſtances. This 
btinc Conſideration of divine Knowledge, and as it 
ere the Sight of it infinitely applied, give us enlarged 
lotions, and the worthieſt Conceptions we attain to in 
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g. Bur when every Part of Time and every Part 
Life has appeared a proper Seaſon for Prayer; I would 
kxt conſider what Light there is from Reaſon, and 
ſom Scripture, about the frequency of this Duty, and 
what Diſtances of Time we ſhould return to it. 
Go gave an expreſs Command to the Jews to offer 
pevery Day a Morning and an Evening Sacrifice. Now . 
is is that which thou ſhalt offer upon the Altar, two Lambs 
the firſt Tear day by day continually ; the one Lamb thou 
alt offer in the Morning, and the other Lamb thou ſhalt 
fer at Even, Exod. 29. 38. 39. And the Lev. tes in 
eir Attendance upon the Prieſts in this Service, were 
pointed to ſtand every Morning to thank and praiſe the 
ord, and likewiſe at Even, 1 Chron. 23. 30. 
PRAYERS were uſually joined with Sacrifice; for 
us we read, that Abraham built an Altar unto the Lord 

„ (io 


the Lord, Gen. 12. 8, And we read the fame of 1ſaac, 


it for a Burnt Offering wholly unto the Lord, and Samni 


me to Gilgal, and I have not made Supplication unto tit 


cation of God and Thankſgivings to him (as they if 
moral Duties) are thoſe Parts of the Lau and the Pri. 
'  phets, which Chriſt came not to deſtroy but to fulfill; And 


It is a good Thing to give Thanks unto the Lord, and to ſi 
| Praiſes unto thy Name, O moſt Higheſt; to ſhew forth 1 
loving Kindneſs in the Morning, and thy Faithfulneſs eve 


Night do require them as a proper Return for them. 


{ to offer Sacrifice thereon ) and called aon the Name of 
Gen. 26. 25. And Samuel took a ſucking Lamb, and offere 


cried unto the Lord for Iſrael, and the Lord heard hin, 
1 Sam. 7. 9. And when Saul was excuſing himſelfto 
Samuel for invading the Prieſts Office, he plainly ſpeak 
as if Prayers and Sacrifices were continually joined to. 
gether; Therefore ſaid I, thePhiliſtines will come down um 


Lord; I forced my ſelf therefore, and offered a Burnt Offering, 


AND though the Burnt-Offerings that were enjoin- 
edby the Command, were of temporary Inſtitution 
and ceaſed tothe World, when the great Sacrifice which 
was typified by them, was offered for us; yet the Inyo 
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therefore the ſame frequency in theſe, which was pre 
ſcribed to the Jews, is preſcribed to Chriſtians; and tht 
Revelation of God's Will in it, is of the ſame Obligr 
tion to both of them. 4 
ACCORDINGLY David deſcribes the ſtated Times d 
Prayer for all Men by Morning and Evening Addreſſes 
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Night, Pſal. 92.1. 2. The Praiſcs of God eve) 
Morning and Evening are here declared to be good ani 
proper for Mankind; And our own Reaſon tells u 
chat the Bleſſings of every Day, and the Reſt of evef 


_ T 1 $ Morning and Evening Oblation, which is thi 
countenanced by Revelation, is in ſome meaſure dictats 
ons 8 Wet 


(49) 


by Nature herſelf; the Revolution of Day and Night, 
which opens and ſhuts the Scene of Action, 2s it were 
pointing out theſe Times of Prayer to us. 


As every Morning recovers us from Sleep and Inacti- 


vity, and reſtores the power of Action and Vigour to us; | 
lit is the beginning as it were of a new Life, and a ne 
Entrance upon Bulinefs, and the Employment that is 
aMotted us; And as we have neither Counſel nor Strength 
for theſe, | 
lyours; and beſides this, have every day freſh Tempta- 
tions, and Snares laid for us, which we cannot diſcern 
by Our OWNn Sight, nor avoid by our own Care: Theſe 
are ſo many natural Calls to us to look up to God every 
Morning, and implore his Protection for the Day fol- 
lowing ; that he would proſper the Work of our Hands up- 
bon us, and hold up our goings in his Paths, that our Footſteps 
ip not. 


nor Succeſs in them from our own Endea- 


Tur P/almiſt took this Method, and thus expreſſes 
this Reſolution in it. M) Voice ſhalt thou hear in the Morn- 
Ig, O Lord; in the Morning will I direct my Prayer unts, 
thee, and will look up, Pſalm . 3. I have cried unto thee, 
IO Lord; and in the Morning ſhall my Prayer prevent thee. 
Pſam 88, 13. And all that are deſirous to ſerve God, 
and diſcharge the Dutys of the day before them, ſhould 
with the fame early Zeal implore God's Aſſiſtance, and 
before they go into the World, beg of him to direct 
their goings in it. 3 

As every Morning we rife as it were from Deaths 
and have our decaying Natures renewed to us; the un- 
comfortable Darkneſs turned into Light, and the Vio- 
lence that walks in it averted ſrom us; theſe great De- 
Iiverances do inſtantly call forth our Thanh sgivingsto God, 
and may reaſonably move us, after the Example of the 

: ani, to ſing of his Power, and praiſe his Mercy betimes 
in the Morning. And he that can ruth into the 9 
| © 
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of the Day, without acknowledging the renewed vi. 
gour and Power for it, muſt either be regardleſs of the 

- Bleſſing, or unthankful for it. | 
\- THERE: are as ſtrong Calls to our Evening, as our 
Morning Oblation. For as every Day has its peculit f 
Dutys, and both the Work of our Stations, and thei 
Work of Religion to be attended in it; As it has ſome 
Opportunities of improving our Selves, and doing good 

to others; ſome Allurements of the World to be r. 
fſiſted, or ſome Hardſhips of it to be born by us; And 
every Evening ſhuts up the Action, whether it have 
been well or ill, diligently or negligently performed; 
1 every Evening by this becomes a proper Time of ac 
mr - knowledging the divine Aſſiſtance in what we have don 
| | _ well, and confeſſing and repenting of what we have 
$3 dune amiſs in that Day. As the Evening brings on the 
terrifying Darkneſs, and the Image of Death upon us; 
it is Nature's Monitor to prepare our ſelves for Death, 
and put away Sin which is the Sting of it; for if we go 
4:8 to Bed with the Sins of the Day unpardoned, we may 
W - looſe our Souls, if that Night they are required of us. 

.. _ -» Wren we every Day receive many Bleſſings at 
God's hands, the Protection from Dangers, the Con- 
queſt of Temptations, and every Morſel of Bread that 
is eaten by us; and 3 Evening ſhuts up theſe Com- 
munications, and calls for Protection and Refreſhment 
of another Nature; Ever Evening by this becomes 1 
proper Time of e inch the bleſſings of the Day, 
and magnifying the Goodneſs that plenteouſly beſtows 
them; And he has nothing of a grateful Heart, who 


% . 
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does not make theſe grateful Acknowledgments, be fon x 
be gives Sleep to bis Eyes, and Slumber 20 his Eye-lids. 2 
Tags Returns to Prayer every Morning and Ever „ 
Sug, thus appear from Reaſon and Revelation to be in- 


Shen on us; And we may declare from this Evt 


dence, 


SS 


dence, that we are obliged in all ordinary Caſes to be 
*Þ thus frequent in the Duty, if we would conſcientiouſly. 
be diſcharge our Obligations in it. : 
| Tas Portion of Time to be ſpent in Prayer at theſe 
| Seaſons, is not determined, nor indeed can be determined 


ar by any general Rule, becauſe of the different Circum- 
he ſtances of Men, and their different Leiſure and Oppor- 
me tunity. When Worldly Proviſion neceſſarily employs 
od the greateſt part of the Time, a few Minutes upon he 
re- Knees may be ſufficient ; whilſt thoſe who have the 
ad Proviſion made for them, may be deficient in a much 
el greater Number. But perhaps there are no Circum- 
dz ſtances, which will exempt us from Blame and Negli- 


| gence, if we do not ordinarily pray every Morning and 
—_— „„ 
al Is any Man's Buſineſs does ſo engroſs his Time, as 
the W to ſhut out theſe daily Prayers, his Circumſtances are 
us; ſo far unhappy ; and Endeavours ſhould be uſed to 
th, change or regulate them, ſo as to allow of this neceſſary 
$80 WService. By bringing Buſineſs into proper Order, and 
appointing every Thing its proper Seaſon, a very buſy 
Life may allow ſufficient time for Devotion. But if 
sa che whole Day is employed in it, and Prayer quite ex- 
ol. cluded, the Buſineſs oughr then to be leſſened, and to 
chat have leſs Time ſpent in it, unleſs the Perſon's wants will 
oe ¶ not poſſibly admit of it. And when this is the Caſe, 
KN (it ſeldom is the Caſe ) Nature ſhould then be accuſtom- 
ed to ſomewhat leſs Sleep; and the Time which is taken 
from that, ſhould be ſpent in Devotion. „„ 
| How great ſoever the Buſineſs is, or how many ſoe- 
ver the Wants are which require it; if there is a deſire 
to pleaſe Cod, and a perſwaſion that there is no being 
acceptable to him, without this conſtant courſe of De- 
7K votions; Opportunitys will be found for Morning and 
Ei. Evening Addreſſes, and every Day be opened and ſhut 
5 W with 


TW 
with them. And when ever the Service is neglected, Þ 
and juſtled out by the Multiplicity of Buſineſs, it is 21 
plain Indication, that the Mind is Worldly, and that 
orldly Poſſeſſions, more than Heaven, are ſought by 
C e rs! 1 
9 zd. Wren we are conſidering the Times of 
Prayer, it is neceſſary ts obſerve, that the Holy Day of 
God, or the one Day in Seven, which he has conſecrated 
to his Service, is more peculiarly a Day of Prayer, and 
requires a more particular Attendance on it. For this 
Spiritual Exerciſe, togerher with reading and hearing 
God's Word, and Religious converſe with Men, is the 
whole Employment of the Day; and is to be attended, 
” this, as Buſineſs is on other Days, in all the part 
of it. h Pup V] 
WI have an expreſs Command of God to keep thi 
Day Holy; and as Prayer is a holy Exerciſe, by which 
above all others we declare the divine Perfections, and 
prevail for the increaſe of true Religion; this holy Ex 
ercife is moſt certainly included in the Command, and 
required of us all on this holy Day. 

And to prevent Avocations from the Duty, or Inter- 
ruption in it, God has expreſly forbid us to do ay 
manner of Wark on this Day; that Labour and Worldly 
| Proviſion, by which Men excuſe themſelves from it on 
other Days, being laid aſide, we may ſpend the whol: 
Day in Prayer, and God's immediate Service: Thx 
by continuing in Prayer on this Day, we may obtain ſuch 
a ſettled Love, and Faith, and Truſt in God, as the 
ſhorter Prayers of other Days will warm, and quicken, 
and keep. alive in us : That by the Prayers of this Day, 
we may lay in as it were a Stock of Spiritual Proviſion; 
ſuch Supplies for the Week, as with a little daily Addi. 
tion may keep our Spirttual Life vigorous, and the Soul 
Þ a Heavenly Diſpoſition. And when on this Day " 
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dh not continue in Prayer, and watch in the ſame, we neglect 
the Improvement in Religion, which we kave the Op- 
| portunity to make; and violate the Command of God 
to keep the Day holy, by neglecting to attend on this 
g 8 4th. It may be ſubjoined here, that beſides one 
Day in Seven, which is conſecrated by God himſelf; 
there are other Days which are appointed to be kept holy 
by God's Vicegerents and Miniſters upon Earrh. 
Fon when the Doctrine of our Salvation, and Truths 
of Heaven, which were revealed by Chriſt, and pub- 
liſhed by his Apoſtles, are Bleſſings to be highly valu- 
| ed, and deeply conſidered by us; the Incarnation and 
Death of the Revealer, and the Zeal and Diligence of the 
| Propagators of them, are required to be diſtintty re- 
membered; and particular Days are appointed for the 
| Commemoration of them. 3 
| AND theſe particular Commemorations of great 
| Bleſſings, and the Inſtruments of great good to us, are 
ſo fit and reaſonable in themſelves, that the Appointment 
ſof them is juſtified by the reafonableneſs and fitneſs, 
if they had no Countenance at all from holy Scripture ; 
but even under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, when God 
himſelf preſcribed the modes of Worſhip, and inſtituted 
their Feaſts to commemorate their Deliverances, we 
find the Rxlers of the People ſanctify ing particular Days, 
and appointing them to be kept holy by their Authority. 

Tus when the wicked Haman had devoted the 
whole People of the Jews to Deſtruction, and Eſther*s 
Interceſſion with Abaſuerns delivered them from it; 
there were wo Days, which were called Days of Purim, 
appointed as Days of Feaſting and Joy; and they were to 
be kept throughout every Generation, every Family, every 


Province, and every City, that thoſe Days might not fail from 
dong the Jews, nor the Memorial of them periſh from their 
d. Eſther 9. 21. 22+ 28. e 
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Asp when the Temple of Feraſalem had been pro fu 
_ faned by the Heathens, and Judas Maccalæus, after th to 

- Conqueſt of his Enemies, had cleanſed the Sanctuary Pr 
| + and rebuilt-the Altar, he inſtituted the Feaſt of the Ded. to 
— cation, and they kept it eight Days, and offered burnt Offer. w. 
1 ings with gladneſs, aud ſacrificed the Sacrifces of deliver. 
ance and praiſe, Maccab. 4. 56. And this Feaſt, y; 
find, our Saviour himſelf honoured with his Preſence, 
and approved the Appointment, by joining in the Ob. 


. ſervation of it, John 10. 22 gan 7 
TES RE Accounts ſhew us, that beſides the Time 
appointed by Cod, his Governours 2 Earth hae 
Power to {et apart particular Days, and require them to 
be employed in holy Exerciſes. And when the Bleſſings, 
_ which are commemorated in our holy Days, are ſuperiour 
to thoſe, which were remembered in theſe Jewiſh Feſti 
vals; (As the deliverance of Mankind from Hel! and 
Miſery ; and the pure Chriſtian Worſhiptaught by the 
Apoſtles, are of greater Importance, than the deliver 
ance of the Jews from Death, and the Reſtitution of the 
Temple- Service,) theſe greater Bleſſings make the Con- 
ſecration of theſe Days more reaſonable, and our Go - 
vernours wiſe and pious, and duly exerciſing their powe 


7. ® 
Ax p when they have ſufficient Authority to male 


theſe Appointments, we are obliged, as Subjects, to 
ſubmit our ſelves; And the Word of God, as well 
our State of Subjection, requires it of us, For thol: 
extenſive Commands, Let every Soul be ſubject to tle 
higher Powers ; aud obey them that have the Rule over 10 
aud ſubmit jour ſelves, do enjoin us to pay Obedience og 
theſe Appointments of our Rulers, and make us undutiſu 
- £0 them and to God, when we deny it. | 


AND, when it has appeared, that the hely Da 


Which are of human Inſtitution, are eſtabliſhed by 
A " tathcient 


*%*\ + ; .. . 


. f, mm ˙ m — . > 


3 


C55) 


ſufficient Authority, and we are obliged in Conſcience 

to obſerve them; the very fame reaſoning which ſhewed 
Prayer to be a wo on the 9x oa will prove it 
to be a Duty on theſe Days alſo. Indeed theſe Days 
were conſecrated for this very purpoſe, that Men ſhould | 

attend the Worſhip and Service of God upon them; and 
| accordingly an Eccleſiaſtical Law requires us to employ 
| them in hearing the Mord of God read and taught, in private 
and pueblick Prayer, and other Offices of Religion. Can. 13th, 
Ix appears from theſe Obſervations, that a large 
portion of the holy Days, is to be employed in the holy 
duty of Prayer; and that on all other Days we mult. 
be conſtant in the duty every Morning and Evening. 
Theſe are fared Times of Prayer, which appear to be ſix- 
ed by God, and muſt be obſerved by Man, as he would 
| obſerve the Commands of God to him. | 


cn v. SEGT.L | 
f Of the proper Places of Prayer. 


1 N the Revelation by Moſes, when the Jews were 
1 the Church of God, and the onely Nation that was 
in Covenant with him, God appointed to that People 
particular place of Worſhip; and after their Settlement 
in the holy Land, and Reſt from their Enemies round 
about them, required them to come to that one place to 
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offer Sacrifice before him. | TS Ma 

THIS Command is thus delivered to them by Moſes ; 
Unto the place which the Lord your God ſhall chooſe out of 
all jour Tribes, to put his Name there, even unto his Habi- 

tation ſhall ye (eek, and thither thon ſhalt come: And thith- 
ge ſhall bring your Barnt-Offerin s, and your Sacrifice 
aud your Tithes, and heave-Offerings of your hands, and 
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your Vows, aud your free-will-offerings, and the firſtlings of N; 
Jour beras, and pens flocks. And there ye [ball eat before tit 
| Lord your God, and ye ſhall rejoyce in all that you put you 
hand unto, ye and your bouſholas, wherein the Lord thy G 


bath bleſſed thee, Deut. 12. 5. 6. 7. 


called by the facred Text; every Nation under Heaven, 


. AND though the Jews, before their judicial Diſper. 
fion, were ſeveral of them removed to very diſtant 
Countrys, yet in Obedience to this Command, they 

eame up to Feruſalem from the remoteſt Parts, and «i 
rheir great Feaſts offered their Sacrifices and Oblatiom iſ 
there. Thus on the Day of Pentecoſt, when the Holy 
| Ghoſt deſcended on the Apoſtles, there were Jews come 
up to Feruſalem from ſo many diſtant Countrys, as tobi 


Act 2. 5. And they were either Natives of thoſe ro; 
mote Places, or ſuch ſettled Inhabitants, as to know tht; 


Native Language of them; as other Circumſtances dM 


the Text inform us. 


Tux Temple at Jeruſalem was not onely the pe 


ar piace of Worſhip to the whole e Nation, but 
in ſome Meaſure allo to the pious | 
World. For the fame of the divine Glory filling the 


Houſe, and the anſwer of God to the Prayers of in 
brought the Religious Perſons, that were not Jews, ti 


offer themſelves there, and pay their Services to the God 


that appeared in it. 


"Aw the Dedication: of the Hanks. Sina, ly WC 


Prophetick Spirit, foretold this acceſs of the Stranger to 


it. Moreover, concerning 4 Stranger that is not of thy pe 
ple Iſrael, but cometh out of a far Country, for thy Nam 


Sake; (for th | bear of thy great Name, and of th 
fk 12 — ok e Arm) when he ſbal 
come and pray towards this Houſe: Hear thou in Heaw 
thy dwe'ling Place, aud do according to all that the Sram 
calleth to thee fer: 1 Kings 8. 41. 42. And in the 


— 
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erfons of the whole . 


Account of one of the Paſſovers, which St. John gives 
Bus, he tells us expreſly, there were certain Greeks at Fe- 
ynſalem which came up to worſhip at the Feaſt, John 


I make theſe Obſervations, to ſhew the Difficulties 


chat Men laid under in the worſhip of God, when there 


was but one place in the World, where the propitiatory 
ISacrifices were to be offered to him; when the people of 
God at that time, were particularly commanded to make 
their Offerings there; and the devout Greeks (a Word 
which in Scripture expreſſes the reſt of the World) were 
called rhither from all Parts by the fame of God's pre- 
ence in it. VVV | 
| How much more merciful is the Chriſtian Diſpen- 
ation, which requires Men to pray every where, and by 


pppropriates no part of Worſhip to any one City or 


plows Temples to the Lord, and all parts of Worſhip to 
de performed in them? What Happinels have Cbriſti- 
0s in this particular, when none who have the Inclina- 
[tion to Worſhip, do want the Opportunity; and none 
[have the trouble of long Journeys, and tedious Pilgrim- 


by our Saviour, and the Command to worſhip at Jeru- 


Conference whic 
for when ſhe asked him, whether Mount Gerizzim, or 


ſhall neither in this Mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem worſbip 
the Father. John 4. 21. The worſbip of God is not 


:- — 


this has conſecrated as it were the whole Earth; which 


Country; but in every Nation, and every place of it, 


TnAr this-Appropriation of place was taken away 


lem aboliſhed by him, is declared by himſelt in that 
4 he held with a Woman of Samaria ; 


Jeruſalem, was the place where Men ought to Worſhip, * 


f Jeſus ſaith unto her, Woman, believe we, the hour cometh 
(and is now come, as he adds at the 23d V.) when yo- 


now confined, either to this Mountain, or to Jeruſalem, 


(58) 


for the diſtinction of Place is done away; and from 
this time forward every Mountain, and every City is 04% 
a proper Place of Worſhip; and the Worſhip will bei 
accepted in all Places. 5 
WäZXb r x the Partition-Wall betwixt Jew and Gentil:i 
was broken down, the Jews appropriated Place of Wor. 
ſhip was taken away. And when all the Ends of then, 
Earth were called to the Salvation of God, all the pary 
of the Earth were made the proper Places of Worſhip tg 
them. So that where ever Temples are erected for 
God's Honour, the people of God may Aſſemble, ali 
ſerve him acceptably in them. 
Tu Command of St. Paul to pray every where, 1 
Tim. 2. 8. aſſures us, that there is no Place, which 
1s now improper for Prayer; And we know from thig 
that thoſe ſhort Prayers, which expreſs ſome ſudde 
Wants; or which are fent up with frequency, to key 
alive the Devotion of the Soul, are acceptily offered 
up in Journeys, in Field-Employments, in the Sceneq 
Traffi ck, and in every Place, whither our Buſineſs call 
us. But at the ſame time that every Place is thus p 
per for Ejaculatory Prayers, yet our ſtated Aaareſſ 
whether private or publick, have peculiar Places allotte 
to them; And the Spirit of God, which helpeth our Inf. 
mitys, has pointed them out to us in holy Scripture. 

oul, 


„ 
We Cloſet a proper place of Prayer. Pais 


. \ \ HE N ve pour out our Hearts by our flv 

41 and lay our particular wants before God, ou! 
Saviour has declared the Cloſet the proper place fat 

theſe Prayers. When thou prayeſt, enter into thy Caf 
| 1 4 ö : PI 


etiri 
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wd when thou haſt ſhut thy Door, pray to thy Father which 


15 in ſecret. and thy. Father which ſeeth in ſecret, | ſhall YEm 


retire from the World, and to be alone with God; that 


jon, we may converſe with God onely, and feek onely 
is Favour. E 

to ask the private Bleſſings, which are wanted by us; 
thoſe which our peculiar Circumſtances, our Trials in 


bf an Aſſembly cannot particularly expreſs every ſingle 
Man's wants, but muſt be drawn up in general Ex- 
reſſions, to make them generally fit for all that join in 


very. one in theſe may lay open his particular Wants, 


y him. 


nd every Sin of Omiſſion, which the Inquiry into our 
jouls dicovers, be ſingly bewailed, and in a diſtinct 
detition deprecated by us. And as every Man has ſome 
omplexion-Sins, or Sins to which he is more ſtrongly 
nclined, and which he more frequently indulges; we 
ould here particularly guard this open Avenue, oy 
particular Prayers to God, that he would reſtrain theſe 


o powerfully aſſiſt us, that we may cat of theſe right 
lands, and pluck out theſe right Eyes from us. 

Ix theſe ſecret Prayers we may lay open the Wants 
our Station, and ask the Supplies of it; the Vigour 
nd Application which our Affairs require; the Prudence 


— — — 


ward thee openly. Matth. 6. 6. W' are commanded to 


with drawn from Man's Converſe, and Man's Obſerva- 
AND in this private Intercourſe, we are deſigned 


he World, or the particular Bent of our Souls, make - 
particularly neceſſary to us. For when the joint Prayers 
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hem : Our Saviour appointed theſe Cloſet-Prayers, that 
nd bewail the particular Sins which have been indulged 
[Ix theſe Applications, that Confeſſion of Sins, 


hich can be general onely in Publick, muſt be branch- 
out into Particulars; and every Sin of Commiſſion, 


Deſires, and ſubdue theſe favourite Luſts in us; and 


that 


* 
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chat is neceſſary to conduct them; and the Succeh 


which crowns them, and comes from God onely. W. 
may repreſent the Troubles which lie upon us; the 


Calumnys which are Thorn in our Eyes, and the lyjury; 
which are Scourges in our Sides; Pain, and Sickneſs; 
Loſſes, and Diſaſters; every Thing which encroaches 
upon the Comforts of Life, or diſturbs the diſcharg, 
of our Truſt and Station: We may repreſent thelz 
and humbly implore the divine Aſſiſtance in them; thi 
| God would mercifully give the eaſe our Nature d. 
{ires, and the Benefit to our Souls which he can work 
by them; the Sanctification of our Nature, and th 
Mortification of Sin in us. 
FoR as theſe particular Bleſſings cannot be be ase 
by the joint Voice of an Aſſembly, becauſe many « 
the Worſhippers may have them already, and would e 
abſurdly employed in asking what they want not; 


they therefore become the proper Subject of our Clot i 


Prayers; And ourSavioxr by directing us to pray to on 
Packer in ſecret, ſeems to intend theſe private Bleſſing 
to be asked in Tecret by us. „ n 

I this private Intercourſe we ſhould alſo gives 
ticular Thanks for the ſpecial Bleſſings of God to u 
for every viſible deliverance from Danger; and ever 
- obſervable Victory over Temptation; every Friendſli 
that gives Pleaſure or Profit; and every Enmity thi 
diſturbed us, and is removed from us; every Infuſo 
of Joy into the Soul, and every Refreſhment of Hop! 
in it; every Aſſiſtance of the Spirit daily received, an 


by a near Inſpection to be diſcovered by us: Thi 


and many more Bleſſings which are continually ſhowe 


ed down upon us, ſhould have our particular Ack noni 
ents in private, and the Munificeat Author i 


ledgm | 
each of them apart be praiſed for them. 


differe 


Fo Ras the Bleſſings are different according to Men N 
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(61) 
ifferent Circumſtances, and cannot from this be the 
Subject of publick and joint Thankſgivings, they there- 
fore become proper for the Retirement which Chriſt 


directed; and the Retirement well admitting of them, 
makes them incumbent upon us in it. 


SECT. IL 
Our Churches proper places of Prayer. 


)JESIDES the Cloſet, and places of Retire- 
D ment, where the Prayers for private Bleſſings, and 
articular Thankſgivings for them, are properly offer- 
d; the Temple of God, and Houſes dedicated to his 
ervice, are declared in Scripture to be proper places of 
4k and Prayer is appointed by God to be made 
them. 

THE Parriarchs built Altars in ſeveral Places, and 
ommonly in thoſe, where God appeared to them in 
Viſions, and conſecrated as it were the Places by it; 
nd on theſe did thoſe holy Men offer their Sacrifices, 
nd dutifully worſhip the Lord of Hoſts. But Solomon 
uilt him an Houſe, and not onely for the Sacrifices of 
he Law, which were all required to be made in it, but 
lo for Interceſſion and Prayer, and the Spiritual worſhip 

{ the God of Heaven. 5 „„ 
Tris we learn from the Dedication Prayer, was 
d be the ſpecial uſe of this Houſe; becauſe almoſt all 
he Petitions of it relate to the Prayers that were to be 
ade in it; that in \War, or Famine, or any other 
lague, publick or private; What Prayer ſoever ſhould be 
page in it by any Mau, or by all his people Iſrael, God would 
ar in Heaven his dwelling place, and forgive and do, and 
pe to every Man according to bis Ways, and according to 


[ 
| 


l 


. 


Il that be «calls upon him for. 1 Kings 8. And we 


learn from the next Chapter, that God approved the 


Dedication of the Houſe to this Service, and promiſed 
to hear the Prayers that were made in it; for thus he told 
Solomon in a Viſion; I have heard thy Prayer, and thy 
Supplicatiom that thou baſt made before me, I have hallowid 
this Houſe which thou haſt built to put my Name there fy 


ever, and mine Eyes and my Heart ſhall bs there perpetual, 


1 Kings 9. 


Taz Prophet Iſaiab called this Houſe a Hf oi 


Prayer : as this was the principal Service that was to 


de performed in it; And our Saviour himſelf gave in te 


fame Teſtimony, when he told the Traffickers in the 

Temple, that it was to be called a Howſe of Prayer of i 
e 19 0. + 

T Hus has God in holy Scripture declared his 3 

| Probation of a Houſe of Prayer, and the Dedication of 


2 to this Service. Indeed long before this Time H, 


had declared, that in all Places, which ſhall be called by 
his Name, he will vouchſafe his Preſence, and his Ble. 
{ing in them. In all Places, where I record my Name, 
ill come unto thee, and I will bleſs thee. Exod. 20. 14 
And after this full Declaration of his Will in it, ther 
appears no Occaſion to repeat the Appointment und 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. But Religious Aﬀembly 
which ſuppoſe Houſes of Prayer, are directed by tit 
Goſpel, and Chriſtians are called upon aot to forſake ih 
Hie. 10. 25. 3 8 
- Ovx Saviour himſelf appoints theſe Aſſembly 
and encourages them by the promiſe of his Preſence! 
them; T ſay umo you, that if tuo of you ſhall agree on Earl 
touching any thing that they ſball ask, it ſhall be done for ih 
of my Father, which is in Heaven, For where two or tin 
Are gathered together in my Name, there am I in the mg 
Talea. Adath, 18. Ig. 20, This is as full aprom 
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Solomon Was to hear the Prayers of his Houſe. And the 
Preſence of Chriſt is as much aſcertained by it to Chriſti> 
ans in theWorſhip of their Churches, as the Preſence of 
God was to the Jews in the Worſhip of the Temple. 
THESIH Declarations of the divine Word make ir 
plain, that the Places which are ſet apart for God's 
Worſhip, are under the Chriſtian, as they were under 


| the [Jewiſh Diſpenſation, che Habitation of his Houſe, aud 


| the place where his Honour dwells: And the Precepts 

of the Goſpel, which enjoin the Religious Aſſemblys, 
and prohibit the forſaking them, enjoin the aſſembling 
in theſe Houſes, and worſhipping the God of Heaven 
in them; So that a cuſtomary and wilful Abſence from 
the Wor ſhip of our Churches, is a deſpiſing the Appoint- 


ment and Command of God, and the merciful promiſe 


of his Preſence in them. 
SEC 
Of publick Wor ſhip. 


directing what to pray for, I would excite to the Attend- 
ce on püblick Worſhip, by conſidering the Advan- 


of it, 


OT _—— ” ma w 


to hear the Prayers of Chriſtian Aſſemblys, as that to 


"HEN it has appeared that our Churches are 
proper places of Worſhip, it is obvious to e- 

very one, that it is public Worſhip which is to 
be performed in them: And I need not acquaint the 
Reader what Bleſſings are to be asked in this, becauſe 
the proper Requeſts are drawn up, and the Miniſter goes 
before the Worſhippers in them. Inſtead therefore of 


tages of it, and the decay of Piety from the Diſuſe 


As the Church is a Society, which admits its Mem- 
* * 0 7 | * , ? bers 
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Invafion of our common Enemy. 


( 64) 


bers to greater Priviledges, than any other Society upon | i 


Earth; and is now in its militant State, and conſtantly 
attacked by the Prince of the power of the Aire, and his 
Legions ; Ir becomes incumbent far all its Members 
to join their Strength, and unite their force to oppoſe 
theſe Inſults upon them. And when after their bet 
Endeavours they muſt fall a prey to the Enemy, without 
the Aſſiſtance of God, who alone comptrolls him; their 
weakneſs and dependance upon God in it, oblige them to 
join their Prayers to him their great Preferver, and with 
common Voice ask the common Protection that is wanted 
by them. | 

THe wants of the whole Church are moſt properly 
asked by the Church aſſembled together; And accord. 
ingly in publick Calamitys, the Wiſdom of all Nations 
has appointed publick Prayers; as more effectual than pri- 
vate Addreſſes, and the propereſt Means of averting the 


Evils from them. God himſelf exhorted the Men of 1 
Tfrael to gather the People, and call a ſolemn Aſſembly to n 


avert the Judgments impending over them, 8 
Au p when Evils greater than Worldly Calamitys; 


le deſtruction of our Souls, and the extinguiſhing the ei 


| light of the Goſpel, are continually deſigned againſt us 


by our great Enemy; and without God's continual 1 


ProteQion will moſt certainly fall upon us ; the ſame 
Wiſdom directs us to aflemble our ſelves together, and to 
pray with united Voice and holy Feryour, to be pre- 
ſerved from our common Danger, and the deſtructive 


BESIDEsS this Preſervation, which publick Prayers Nd 


are moſt powerful to engage; the Priviledges and Benc- 

fits of the Society are moſt fully enjoyed, and the Glory 
of God moſt illuſtriouſly diſplayed, in theſe publick 
Aſſemblys. 


z isby thereligioug Services of theſe Congregations, at“ 
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£2 that 


that the ſeveral Members of the Society do all came tothe 
Unity of | the Faith, and of the kyowle 2 of the Son of Gba 75 | 
and grow up unto him in all things, which is the head, ever 
- Chriſt. For the n of Chriſt's Preſencs 


with them, does ſecure to them under a teachable Diſ- 
poſition, the diſcernment of the Truth, and the ſpread 
of the true Faith amongſt them: And it may be queſti- 
oned, whether the moſt diligent Endeayours in private 
do with the ſame certatmty produce a true Faith, when 

they have not the ſame Promiſe made to them. . 
Ix is in theſe Aſſemblys that-the Bleſſings for Body 


| b p 
in publick Worſhip; when all the Chriſtian Aſſemblys 


when 


2 


when all its Members, humble before him, are adoring 
his Goodneſs, petitioning for Mercy, and periſhing 
without it. ie ee ne Ba 
Bur if the Aſſemblies for publick Worſhip were to 
ceaſe, not only joint Prayer, Which is the moſt preva- 
lent, would ceale with them; bur alſo private Applica- 
tions, and that Senſe of Religion which carries to them, 
would decreaſe aud decay, and by degrees vaniſh from N 
amongſt us. For if there had been no ſtated Times of 
Worſhip appointed by God, but few Men would have 
fixed any to themſelves; but carried on by their Natural 
Pravity, would have purſued the World, and its En- 
jayments, and been regardleſs of Religion, and the 


Duties of it. N 5 — 45 
Ir there had been no Sabbath inſtituted, the Worldly 
Husbandman would have been ſowing, and reaping, and 
ſerting forth Corn as on other Days; the covetous Trader 
would have been buy ing and ſelling, and getting gain; 
the Man of Sports would have been purſuing his Re- 
creations; and the Senſualiſt indulging in Exceſs as at | 
other Times. And theſe irregular Deſires, and this ir- 
regular Behaviour would have been pretty general, if 
there had been no Ordinances of Religion to reſtrain 
them; for the Corruption of Nature is ſo great in all 
Men, as to need frequent Admonit ions to Duty, to keep 
the Duty preſent to them, and continual Supplies of 
Grace, to enable them to perform it: And therefore 
if the Religious Inſtitutions, which give the Inſtruction, 
and convey the Grace, were taken away; the Paſſions 
and Appetites of Nature would unavoidably prevail 
and Men fall into Temptation, and a Snare, and man} 
| fooliſh and hurt ful Luſts, which drown Men in Deſiractin 
, 24: METH 
\ Trars Obſervation is in fome Meaſure verified by 
| the Lives of thoſe Perſons, who neglect pab Bk Wor hip 10 
i of 
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xx theſe are generally negligent of all other parts of 

eligion, and given up to the Vices their Inclinations 
þ:d to; ſuch Sinners as the Apoſtle faid, ſhould come 
n perillous Times, lovers of themſelves, covetorts, boaſters, - 
rod, blaſphemers, diſobedient to Parents, unthankful, 
holy, without natural Affection, truce-breakers, falſe* 


Naitors, 27 high- minded, lovers of Pleaſure, more than 
ert of God. If the Contemners of publick Worſhip | 
theſe Days were all put together, perhaps every one ot. 


if them meet in the greateſt part of them; So that the 
broſtles prediction would in all the parts of it be ful- 
led in theſe Men, excepting that they have not ſo much - 
þ the forms of Godlineſs, but they as much deny the power * 
i. | 5 e 1 

| THE general Wickedneſs of the profaners of the 


ublick Worſhip upon it, declare the holy Services of it 
Ethe continual Inſtruction in Duty, and the continua 
prayers for Aſſiſtance in it) to contribute very much 
p the promotion of Piety, and the practice of Religion 
mongſt us. „„ „„ 

Ir ſcarce needs to be obſerved to the intelligent 


b well. as the Sabbath-Day, when there is Opportunity. 
o attend it. Indeed if the Six Days are neceſſarily 
Aken up in Worldly Proviſion, theſe needy Circums - 
kances excuſe from the Attendance, and he that will haus 
Mercy and not Sacrifice, allows the Per ſons to proſecute 


dave Proviſion made for them, by the care of their An- 


Ureuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, 


heſe Characters would ſuit ſome of them, and many- 


abbath, and the better Behaviour of thoſe who frequent 


Reader, that publick Worſhip is a duty on other Days, 


heir Buſineſs, and will accept them in it. But when Men 


eſtors, or their own Induſtry; or are in ſuch Circums - 
ances, that a moderate ſhare of the Day will provide 
bem with the Neceſſarys of it 5 they are then obliged 


to be frequenters of publick Worſhip, and on every Dy 
to take every Opportunity of joining in it. | 
Turs Obligation will appear even to thoſe who negled 

the Duty, if they will but lay the Hindrances that keep 
them from Worfhip, and the Advantages of coming to 
it together. Many Abſenters have nothing to do, and 
ſcarce know how to paſs away the 'Fime, which they ar; 
called upon to employ in it. Others ſeek out Company 
and Recreations, and employ the Time in Sports, and 
unprofitable Converfe. And others are purſuing thei 
Advantages and Intereſts of the World, with an Eage. 
neſs that is Unchriſtian, and exceeding the wants of their 
Nature, and their Station. „„ 
Wren Time lies a Burthen upon our Hands, and 
may be employed to pleaſe our God, and ſave our Souls i 
the Negligence is perfectly irrational and inexcuſable. 
When. the Time is fpent in the Recreations of Sports 
and Company, which neither Body nor Mind require, 
it 15 ſurely. irrational to prefer theſe to the Worſhip of 
God in publick, and the many Spiritual Benefits which 
are received there. For what is the Advantage of ur 
enlivening Converſation, when compared with the In- 
ſtruction of God's Word, and the Improvement in Spi 
ritual knowledge by it? What are the Pleaſures of 
Mirth or Exerciſe, when compared with the Joy of the 
Holy Ghoſt; and the joyous Hopes which he raiſes in 
us? And when Bufineſs is attended without Inter- 
miſſion, and the Time is employed to get an Increiſe 
of Wealth and ſuperfluous Riches; What are theſe 

periſhing Treaſures in compariſon of the Bleſſings of 

God's Houſe * What Comſort will it be to theſe Per- 

ſons when they come to die, that they leave ſome thouſ- 

and Pounds more by a cloſe Attendance on Buſineſs, - -- 
_ when the Diſpoſition is Worldly and Senſual by it, and is 
they arc upfir for Hegyon, and incapable of Happins” 


4% 


How much better would it have been to have moderated 
their deſire of Riches, and attended the Worſhip of 
God daily, when they might have had the ſame or great- 
r Comforts of Life here; and together with theſe a 
Spiritual and Heavenly Diſpoſition, and an Eternity 
of Happineſs when they go hence? 
Ir is certain there is no Diverſion or Buſineſs which 
is of equal Pleaſure and equal Advantage with the At- 
tendance on publick Worſhip. The Law, that is read 
here, is ſweeter than honey and the honey-comb; and the 
Aſſiſtance, which is imparted there, is more precious than 
houſands of Gold and Silver. 
AN p were the Neglecters of publick Worſhip to tax 
he Negligence in other Perſons ; the Contempt of Cod, 
nd de ſpite of his Honour, which plainly appear in it; 
ogether with the ſtupid Neglect of the great Gifts of 
even, of Bleſſings to Society and to themſelves ; 
yould force them to pronounce it offenſive to God, and 
ſerving Puniſhment. And with what Meaſure they mete 
ithal, it ſhall be meaſured to them again; the Puniſhment 
hey pronounce due to others, will fall upon them- 
es, unleſs they avert it by a Reformation 
I can fee no hopes of Salvation under an pry Pro- 
anat ion of God's holy day, and impious neglect of 
pen Worſhip; as the Perſons are manifeſtly regardleſs 
God's Glory; the Benefit of their Brethren 
nd the Conditions of Salvation preſcribed to them. 


1 by Nature, and joined in their religious as well as 
> | civil 
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miſe of our Saviour's Preſence is made, is two or thre 
gathered together; and when it is not the largeneſs 0 


gives Acceptance to joint Worſhip, it cannot be doudt- 


and has the Preſence of Chriſt in the Worſhip of it. 
It is plainly. the Intention of the Expreſſion, that if th 
Aſſembly is ſmall, the Preſence of Chriſt is no leſs ſure to 


of Chri 


CO) 
civil Intereſts, it becomes a Duty upof1 every Head of 
a Family to fee to the Performance of divine Wor. 
ſhip init; for as in this little Society, the Overſight 
and Rule of the ſeveral Members, in their religious Be. 
haviour, is committed to him; he becomes obliged by 
this to perform this great Act of Religion, and require 


his Dependents to join in it. For he can ſcarce be ſaid to 


take care of their religious Behaviour, if he does not cal 
them to the great Duty of Prayer, and inure them to 
the Practice of it; becaufe this is in itſelf fo conſiders. 


ble a Branch of Religion, and procures Ability to dif 
charge all other Duties of it. And as he and his De. 


pendents do all live within the ſame Walls, and from 
this Cohabitation may be aſſembled at any Time; thel 
daily Opportunities for joint Prayer will make him in. 


excuſable, if he does not daily call them to it. 


Tux Aſſembly of Worſhippers, to which the Pro. 


Numbers, or the multitude of Worſhippers, which 


ed, but that a Family Aſembly.s entitled to the Promik 


Ax p if in this Promiſe of Chriſt there is an implied 


Command to aſſemble, though in leſſer Numbers; this 


lays an Obligation upon all Hauſe-Reepers to ſet up the 
Worſhip of God in their Families; and the Declaration 
h himſelf appears to require them to pray daily 
with their Children and Servants for all expedient Ble 
fings; both to procure the Bleſſings they want at 
preſent, and to train them up in the Attendance on 
RUM Sos co. 
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I cannot ſee how any Head of a Family can 
diſcharge his Obligation to God, or excuſe himſelf 
om the Violation of this Command,; if he lives in the 
neglect of theſe Means of Grace, and divine Aſſiſtance; 
without which neither he nor his Dependents can per- 
orm their Duty, nor work out their Salvation. 

[ earneſtly recommend Family Devotion, as the beſt 
Means of making a Family proſperous, and ſpreading 
Happineſs throughout it; As by the conſtant Sight of 
their Duty, and conſtant Requeſts to perform it, the 
IMaſter will be rendered meek and merciful, and the Infe- 
riours ſubmiſſive and obedient: All of them faithtull 
ind diligent, and religious in their whole Behaviour. 


CHA.P. VI. 
Of the Diſpoſition of the Soul 
in P = 


e the Command to pray. if we had been 
A left to our ſelves to diſcover the Diſpoſition of it, 
ve might have been wavering in Uncertainties, and 
doubting about the Requiſites, which the Goſpel has de- 
tetmined to us. Some from the Purity of the divine 
Nature, would have thought a Purity of Soul neceſſary 
to make the Offering to him; And others perhaps 
that the Purity is unattainable under the Corruption of 
dur Nature, and not required in Prayer, or any other 
Service. Whilſt ſome would have thought Kindnefs 
for Men neceſſary, when we are asking the Mercies of 
God; others might have thought the Proſecutions of the 
Injurious, and Reſolutions to puniſh them, no hindrance 
at all to the Acceptance of their Prayers. Whilſt ſome 

. F might 


” T7 
might have thought Faith in their Prayers moſt expreſ. 
| five of God's Goodnels; others might have thought 1; 


Diffidence moſt proper for ſuch unworthy Suppliant,, 
But theſe fluctuating Doubts of Reaſon, the Holy Spiri 
which helpeth our Infirmities has been pleaſed to remoye 
from us; and in the Revelation, which he has made of 
the divine Will, expreſly requires us zo pray in Spirit and 
in Truth, and to lift up holy hands without wrath and doubi. 
JJ oe; Tr WO Oe 
| . $ 2. Wren our Saviour enjoyns the Worſhip of 
Spirit and Trnth, he declares by it, that the ſhadowy 
Sacrifices of the Law were ceaſed; and that thencefor- 
ward the Worſhip of God was to be the true Service of 
the Spirit, and the Soul exerted in Prayer and Praiſes. 
Ap we know from this Declaration, that God regard 
not the external Service of the lip, and hand, and knee, 
without the internal Service of the Spirit accompanying 
it; for theſe are onely the Shadow (as it were) of that 
| Subſtance ; the Motion and Geſture of the Body ar: 
onely Indications of the Zeal and Reverence of the Soul; 


and therefore when the Soul has not the Zeal and Reve- 


rence in it, they are hypocritical Pretences onely, and 
— ˙ Pity. «˙· w w.! LEN 
Tux x who draw nigh to God with their Lips, and hav 
their Hearts far from him, can by no Means be ſaid to 
wor ſhip him in Spirit and in Truth: For the Service m- 
king a ſhew of Love and Adoration, and having no real 
Love and Adoration init, is all Shadow and Emprtinels; 
nothing of the Worſhip of the Spirit, becauſe the Spit- 
it is not employed in it, and nothing of the Worthip 
5 * Truth, becauſe it is nothing of what it appears to 
1 56: Ss 
Tus Inattention in Prayer, when the Soul thinks 
not what is ſpoken in it, defeats the very end of the In- 


_ -Mitution, and deprives us of the Benefits which God 


CY ) 


deſigned us by it: For what availes Confeſſion, though 
it deſcend to every particular Sin, and every particular 
Aggravation, if the Mind does not attend to what is 
confeſſed by us? We ſhall neither be more humble 
before God, nor more ſenſible of our Demerits; nei- 
ther bave Sorrow for the Sins, nor Reſolution to for- 
ſake them; ſo that it would have been much the ſame 
| Thing not to have confeſſed at all. | 


WHEN we ask Bleſſings for our ſelves or others, 


though the Prayers properly expreſs our Wants, and are 
proper Addreſſes to the Power and Goodneſs of God to 
ſupply them; yet if we attend not to them, they nei- 
ther expreſs our Senſe of the divine Perfections, nor 
heighten our Conceptions of them, neither affect the 
Soul, nor influence the Life at all. 
WRAEN we praiſe God for Bleſſings, and pay that | 
reaſonable Tribute of Thankſgiving to him, yet if we 
do not attend to the Praiſes, we pay no Homage, ac 
knowledge no Goodneſs, have no Joy nor Truſt from 
it. . LIN 1 
PRAYERS offered up without Attention have no 
Influence upon the Soul, neither give us juſt thoughts 
of God, nor our ſelves; no ways contribute to our Im- 
provement, and therefore cannot be acceptable to God, 
who deſigns our Increaſe in Goodneſs by them. 
Wu we reflect upon this Irreverence, and the 
Contempt of God that is incurred by it, we mult ſee 
the Behaviour to be inſolent and offenſive, and contrary 
to our Manner of Action in other Caſes. Do weevet 
£0 into the preſence of a Prince without a regardtul Be- 
haviour, and Expreſſions of Reſpect and Reverence ? 
Or do we ever converſe with Men of Dignity and Power, 
Without attending to what they ſay, and conſidering 
What we fay to them? And are not a much higher 
F Reverence, and ſtricter Attention due from us, when 


-we approach to and converſe with the God of Heaven ? 
'Skall the Creator of the Univerſe be applied to with 
leſs Reverence than his Creatures? Shall the Sovereign 
of the World ſpeak to us, and we not attend to him? 
Or ſhall we ſpeak to him without ſo much as thinking 
wave yy -.--- F 
HE is the Munificent Giver of all we have, and we 
receive our daily Bread, without which we cannot live; 
and our daily Health, without which we live in Miſery, 
from his Hands; and is it fit to ask theſe important 
Bleſſings with Coldneſs, and without actually deſiring 
them, when we ask them? When we want the Alms 
elf Men, we are importunate and earneſt to prevail; and 
when we want the Support of God, ſhall we not lo much 
s attend to what we ask of him: 
Ixũ we had forfeited our lives to the Government, 
and were under the Sentence of Death for diſturbing it; 
with what paſſionate Cries and Tears ſhould we ſue for 
Pardon? And when we have forfeited our everlaſting 
Life by our Wickedneſs, and without God's Pardon 
muſbbe miſerable for ever, Is it fit to asl. the Pardon 
with a Coldncls which provokes a Denial? We muſt 
ſee the Inattention to be ſo unbecoming in us, and fo un- 
ſuitable to the divine Nature, as to provoke God by the 
Trreverence and Contempt of him. And we offcnd 
againſt Reaſon as well as Revelation, when we content 
Our ſelves with cold lifeleſs Prayers, and exert not the 
Devotion of the Soul, and its fervour in them. 
Bur lit weak Minds ſhould conclude, that they 
Worſhip not God in Spirit, becauſe they find ſome 
wandrings of Mind, and diſtraction of thought in Prayer, 
I would obſcrve for their ſakes, that an uninterrupted 
Attention, which never flags, and never wanders, is not 
intended by it; for from the Soul's Union with Fleſh, 
or rom the buggcLions of the Enemy, the Though 
Ty! ont a 


(0 
| are often deſultory and roving, and thoſe that are foreigti 
| will againſt our Conſent intrude upon us; fo that 

after the beſt Preparation we can make for Prayer, and 
| the beſt Care we can uſe in it, we are not able to (hut 
out all Worldly Thoughts, and zztircly hinder them 
ſrom mingling with our Devotions. But when we 
| Sincerely endeavour to keep up our Artention, and to 
| exert the Soul in theſe dutiful Addreſſes ; When in the 
Entrance upon the Duty, we call in our Thoughts, 
and fix them upon God; and in the Attendance upon ir 
25 often call them home, as we perceive them roving, 
| Some ſhort Wandrings, and accidental Coldneſs (the 
unavoidable Effects of natural Frailty ) will not hinder 
our Prayers from being the Worſhip of the Spirit, and 
procuring us the Benefits that are ſought for in them. 
If there is firſt 4 willizg Mind, and hearty defire of 
| a due Fervour; God who knows whereof we are made, 
| and remembers that we are but duſt, will accept us according 
zo what we have, and not according to what we have not. 
$ 34. BESID ES the Attentive Soul, holy Hands 
are required to be lifted up in Prayer; and as the Hand 
is the chief Inſtrument of Action, the holy hands ext 
preſs a Holineſs of Life and Converſation. age” 
IN the Approaches to the Throne of Purity, and 
Addreſſes to the God of Holineſs, there muſt be ſome 
reſembling Purity in the Suppliant, to make him a 
proper Object of Favour, and qualifie him for the 
Bleſſings that are asked by him; for God will not caſt 
his pearls of Grace and Pardon before Swine ; thoſe diſſo- 
lute headſtrong Perſons, who would trample them under 
Foot, or employ them in Rebellion againſt him: Thoſe 
unholy Hands which are obſtinately employed in Sin- 
ful Practices, will ſhut up the hand of a Holy God 
[FF 2gainſt them; and make their Prayers an Abomination, as 
Solomon bas expreſly told us, Prov. 28. 9. 
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Tapes D Petitions for Pardon, when the Petitioners 


wilfulh continue in Sin, are Requeſts to God to lay aſide 


his Holineſs; or which comes to the ſame Thing, to 


forgive them their Sins, and allow them in the Indul- 


gence of them; and every one ſees that thoſe Prayers 


muſt be abominable, in which we ask God to approve pf 
Sin, and thoſe that avow it. | 


 Gop muſt ceaſe to be Holy, and his divine Per: 


fection, which approves nothing but what is good, be 
brought to approve Evil, and countenance the Com- 
miſſion of it; before an obſtinare Sinner's Prayers can 


obtain Pardon of his Tranſgreſſions; for to favour the 
Sinner who avows his Sin, is to approve the Sin that is 
avowed by him. And Man muſt ceaſe to be a free 
Agent, and his free Choice, which is the Perfection of 
his Nature, be deſtroyed in him, before he can obtain 


Grace to be holy, when he is reſolute in Sin; becauſe to 


effect this, God mult irreſſtabiy bear down his Sinful 


| Reſolution, and compell him to be virtuous, whether 


he will or no. And when the Nature of God and Man 
muſt be changed, before a Sinner that perſiſts in his Sins 
can obtain Grace and Pardon ; there needs no other Evi- 
gence, that an obedient Diſpoſition is neceſſary to make 
our Prayers acceptable, and procure for us the Spiritual 


Bleſſings that are asked in them. 


Lx it be obſerved here, that it is not the paſt 
| practice of Sin, but the preſentLove for it, and defireto 
continue in it, which make the Requeſts for Grace and 
Pardon impoſſible to be granted; for when Sin is renounc- 


ed, and Reſolutions are taken to forſake it, thoſe that 
pray for Grace do not then as k God to deſtroy their 


Freedom; but to concur with them in the good Actions 


which are choſen by them, and to perfect his Strength in 


their Weakne(s, The Petitioners for Pardon do not then 


ask God to approve Sin, but only to forgive the Sig 
f e e F OO whic 
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which is put away by them; or to fulfill the DeclaraZ 
tion of his Word, that upon ceaſing to do Evil, and learn- 
ing to do well, their Sins which are as Scarlet may be as white 
as Snow, and thoſe which are red like Crimſon may be as 
Mol. When the Diſpoſition is changed from Vicious 
to Virtuous, God may anſwer the Prayers of that Soul, 
and continue unchangeable; and Man may receive the 
Bleſſings, and continue a free Agent as God made him. 
Bur leſt weak Minds ſhould here again conclude, 
that they Aft not up holy Hands, becauſe they find many 
Sins in their Lives, and daily Incur ſions of them, I'would. 
obſerve for their ſakes, that it is not an unſpotted Holi- 
neſs, which tis the Qualification for Prayer, but onely 
that Simplicity and Godly Sincerity, which gave the Apoſtle 
the Teſtimony of his Conſcience, and will give all others 
W: certain Title to the divine Favour, 
Davrp's Sins were more in Number than the Hairs 
Wo! his Head, and yet from his Repentance, and his Heart 
gain ſer right with God, he declares himſelf Holy ; and 
though he ſtill incurred Sins of Frailty, as all Men do, 
Je pleads his Holineſs for the Acceptance of his Prayers, 
Bow down thine Ear, and hear me, for I am poor and needy 5 
preſerve my Soul, for 1 am holy. Pſ. 86. 12. He ex- 
preſſes his wants to move Compaſſion, and his Holineſs, 
2 making him worthy of it. Though Sins of Iufirmi- 
y are incurred, and will be incurred to our Life's End, 
yer we are holy in the Eyes of God, when we Sincerely: 
ndeavour to be without Offence before him; and we lift 
up holy hands in Prayer, when the Soul is purged from the 
love of Sin, and the Life has wo wilful Sin in it. 
H 4th. NEXT to the holy bands which the Apoſtle 
ommands to be lifted up, he requires us to pray withour 
Mrath, or without malicious Anger, and revengeful 
ifigns againſt our Neighbour. 
As-we are the. Children. of the Hi:heft by our holy 
5s e x Covcnans. 
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find him. 


to ask God to forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive t 
that treſpaſs againſt us; So that if we are avenging our 
ſelves of our Brother, we ask God to avenge himſelf o 


| 


THY 


| 


F * 


4 
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Covenant, we are called upon in the Goſpel to reſemble Þ l. 


our higheſt Father in Love and Kindneſs; and this ff dir 
Love which is an Eſſential of our Religion, and the all. 
Badge of its Diſciples, the Goſpel particularly requires I Sa 


to be exerciſed in Prayer, and declares it neceſſary to our fl « 


Acceptance in it. When ye ſtand proings forgive if 3: anc 
bave onght againſt any, that your Father alſo. Which is in bei 
Heaven, may forgive you your Treſpaſſes; but if you do not liev 


forgive, neither will your Father which is in Heaven, forgive ¶ gen 


E pray in vain tor forgiveneſs from God, if we do Ea 
not forgive our Fellow- Creatures; and be our Prayers Di; 


never ſo earneſt, and expreſs never ſo great Sorrow for Bl: 


Sin, yet the Sin will remain, and the guilt abide upon us, bli 
it we have not Compaſſion on our Fellow-Servant, even aut Bel 


a God to have pitty upon us. Lor 


AN uncharitable Perſon is ſo unlike to God, who Fai 


is Love, and his wrathful Temper fo contrary to the 9. 


divine Forbearance, that no Prayers can prevail for the hea 
divine Favour, whilſt this Unmerciſulneſs continues with was 
him. The malicious proſecution of a Member of Chriſt, ene! 
and the hatred of him whom Chriſt loved ſo well as to the 


die for him, is ſuch a deſpite to his Example, and aff do 
_ trampling upon his Precepts, as deſtroys our Title to hi the, 


Satisfaction and Interceſſion for us; and if we have not 
Chriſt an Advocate, we pray in vain, when we call au 
God, he will not hear, when we ſeek him oerly, we ſhall nd 


On Lord himſelf has taught us in his own he's 
n 


us; and by this wrathſul Diſpoſition bring a Curſe and 
not 4 Bleſſing upon us. N RD 
Ir we would bc heard in our Prayers, we muſt bring 


oa 


— 


— 


Love for the Brethren along with us, and as the Apoſtle 
directs, put away all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger with + 
all Malice; forgiving one another, even as God for Chriſt's - 
Sake has forgiven us. "a 33 
$ 5th. Fux next Qualification for Prayer is Faith, . 
and the making our Requeſts without doubting of our 
being heard in them; for he that cometh to God, muſt be- 
leve that he is, and that he is a Rewarder of them that dilie - 
gently ſeek. him. 5 e 12 
; WHEN our Saviour wrought his Miraculous Cureson + f 
Earth, and by aWord & Touch healed the moſt inveterate . 
Diſeaſes; Faith in his Power was the Condition of the 
Bleſſings to them that were healed, . Thus when two + 
blind Men applied to him for Sight, he faith unco them, 
Believe ye that I am able to do this * they ſaid unto him; Tea, 
Lord. Then touched he their Eyes, ſaying, according to your 
Faith be it unto jou. And their Eyes were opened. Mate. | 
9. 28. And when Fairus had asked him to come and | 
heal his Daughter, and News was brought him that ſhe = | 
Was already dead, Jeſus ſaid unto him, fear not,*-believe: + " 
onely, and ſhe ſhall be made whole. - And when the Fa- 10 
ther of the poſſeſſed Peron befought him, if he could 
do any Thing, to have Compaſſion on them, and hels 
them, Jeſus ſaid unto him, 1 f thou canſt believe, all Things - - 


4 * = {> 9 * 8 1 N 8 
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are poſſible to him that believeth. Mark 9. 232 „ | 1 
. THE Faith was required of theſe Perſons, that they NA 
might acknowledge the Power of Chriſt by it, and de- \ 4 


Clare him to be the Son of God, as he ſaid he was; and 
Faith is required of us in Prayer for much the ſame Ende, 
that we may acknowledge the Per fect ions of God, and 
allure our hearts, that he is both ready: to hear, and able 
to give what we ask of him. N PE 
Fus Faih in our Prayers is expreſſy commanded 
by our Saviour, and made as neceſſary to us for the 
obtaining our Requeſts, as it was 70 the blind Men . 

| ; : | > 8 22 48 
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ke Recovery of their Sight. Therefore I ſay umo you; 
mar things ſorver ye ah when ye pray, believe that ye re- 
cteive them, and ye ſhall have them. Mark 11. 24. Ac i 
cording to our Faith it will be done unto us; if we 
tedfaſtly believe that God hears the Prayers of his faith. 
ful Servants, and exert this Faith in all the Prayers that 
we make unto him, we ſhall in all of them obtain the 
proper Bleſſings that are asked by us. But if we do not 
believe that we ſhall receive, St. James tells us plainly 
Ve receive nothing. 5 5 
Ix am f you backWiſdom, let him as of God that giveib 
to all. Men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given 
bim; but let him atk. in Faith, nothing wavering: For bg 
that wavereth is like a wave of the Sea, ariven with 
the Wind, and toſſed; for let not that Man think, that hs 
Hall receive any Thing of the Lord. Fames 1. 5. Wiſdom 
in the Scripture- Language ſignifies an Obedience to God's 
Laws, or the Knowledge and Practice of our whole 
Duty ;- and as neceffary as this is to Man, and as ready 
as God is to grant it, yet without Faith the moſt fervent 
Prayers will not procure it for us. | 


& 


In Necefhty of Faith in Prayer is plainly declared 
in theſe Scriptures; And thisone Conſideration, that the 
want of it is a queſtioning the Veracity of God, and the 
Truth of his Promiſe to us, is ſufficient ro convince us, 
that it is fie to exerciſe it in our Prayers to him; for 
when God has faid-in his Word, ask, and ye ſhall haves 
if we do not believe that we ſhall have from asking, we 
do not believe that his Word is true, and his Promiſe 
will be fulfilled to us; and therefore at the ſame Time 


2 
declared his readineſs to hear, and given us his Promife to 
grant what we ask of him, a diffidence in Prayer, and a 
hhubting whether we ſhall be heard and bleſſed by him, 
ſo impeaches his Veracity, and carries ſuch #nworthy 
onceptions of his Nature in it, as muſt make the 
Prayer diſpleaſing to him, and ſhut his Ears againſt the 
Requeſts of it. 3 3 
UPoN the whole, Attention, and Holineſi, and Love 
forthe Brethren, and Faith in being heard, are the Qua- 
liications for Prayer, which are directed and required in 
Woly Scripture; and the Neceſſity of them may appear 4 
n this Light. When we attend not to our Prayers, we 6 
o deprive God of his Glory, and our Selves of the Be- | 
fits intended by them, as to defeat the Inſtitution, and 
ithhold the Bleſſings that are asked in them. When we 
Ive in wilful Sin, God cannot hear our Prayers for Par- 
lon, without countenancing Sin and approving it; And 
hilſt we reſolve to continue in it, God cannot give us 
race to ſubdue it, without deſtroying our Freedom, 
nd changing our Nature. When we have Malice and 
atred in our Hearts, we cannot have the Favour of the 
od of Love, who cannot poſſibly approve a revengeful 
erſon, nor under this ken to himſelf give his 
52 to him. When we have not Faith in our 
raFers, we queſtion the Truth of his Word, and the 
ompletion of his Promiſe, and under this Impeach- 
ent of his Veracity, cannot hope to have his Mercy 


„ OS N 
f the Geſture of Body in Prayer. 
As the Body is the Inſtrument of the Soul in its 


Operations, and by the Soul is pus into Motion, 
; — ——_ „ „ —— — OO. an 
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' Capable of being employed in the Worſhip of God, and 
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fore them in it. 
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when he commands us to glorifie God in our Body, and i 


: kes glory to God, or excites more to the glorify ingo 


'F Ir Reaſon had been left to determine the Geſture of 
Body in Prayer, the different Judgments of Men wou 


might have thought a proſtration upon the Gound ti 


as would be diſpleaſing to God, who dignified hin 


have thought the poſture of Body altogether indifferent 


7 to make Petitions, nor offer Praiſes, Erection or Proſtia 
tion to be of no Significancy, and the Devotion of tli 
Soul onely to be regarded, — 


(82) 
znd ſuch Change of Poſture as it pleaſes ; it is from this 


expreſſing the Reverence of the Soul in it. Indeed 
there is no other Worſhip beſides that of the Body, whic 
makes the Examp e of Influence in this Duty; for th 
inward Humility being viſible to God alone, and no 
cognizable by Men, it is the outward Expreſſion oncy 
which ſpeaks it to them, and makes our Light to ſhine bt 


Tr1s Worſhip is probably enjoined by St. Pau! 


our Spirit, which are God's. 1 Cor, 6. 20. For there 
ſcarce any Action of the Body, which more direct 


im, than its humble reverent poſture in Prayer, whit 
without Language ſpeaks our Dependence upon God 
and moves beholders to fall down and worſhip him. 


have declared different Poſtures to be proper init. Som 


propereſt Poſture; as moſt expreſſive of our Humility 
and our immenſe diſtance from Heaven, Others migh 
have thought the proſtration a degrading Poſture, an 
ſuch an Aſſimilation of Man to the meaneſt Reptile 


with an erect Frame, and gave him this diſtinguiſhin 
Excellence above other Creatures. And others migh 


and as it is of it (elf onely lifeleſs Clay, and neither abl 


Bur to deliver us from theſe Doubts and Uncer 
tainties, the holy Spirit which helpeth our Anne 
ans ns yn e e 


hes wo oe wes — 


echeth us both what to pray for, and how to pray for 
t, as we ought, has directed us by his inſpired Pſalm- 
t, to worſhip, and bow down, and kneel before the Lord 
ur Maker, P/, 95. 6. Verſe, The kneeling Poſture is here 
joined us; which both expreſſes the Humility and 
Keverence of a Suppliant, and leaves the upright Coun- 
nance to look up to Heaven; has the ſtanding and pro- 
Nate Poſture fo far meeting in it, as to give the Advan- 
pes of both, and expreſs the Diſpoſition of both to 
hoſe that ſee it. . - | 
Tris reverent Poſture commanded by David, was 
blerved by the devour Men of thoſe Days, who fell 
pon their Knees, when they prayed unto the Lord. 
Thus Solomon, in that important Prayer at the Dedicati- 
n of the Temple, kzeeled down upon his Knees before all 
WW: Congregation of Iſiael, and ſpread forth his hands towards 
ven, 2 Chrox. 6. 13. And Ezra when he was de- 
recating the Vengeance that was due to Iſrael, dia fall 
ou his knees at the Evening-Sacrifice, and ſpread forth his 
ande unto the Lord his God, Exra 9. 5. It Was Daniels 
rJinary practice, to kneel at his Prayers, and therefore 
ter Darius had ſigned the Idolarrous Decree to pray 
ito himſelf, this holy Man kzeeled upon his knees three 
imes a day, and prayed and gave Thanks before his God, as 
e did aforetime. Dan. G. 15. And as theſe holy Men 
rere divinely inſpired, their practice enforces the Com- 
and to kneel, and declares the fitneſs of the Poſture for 
other Men. CES 
Tur Command to kneel is not that I remember re- 
ewed to us in the Goſpel; for this Worthip being no 
ert of the Ceremonial Law, it was left by Chriſt as he 
ound it; Only when he dcclares of himf.1f, that he 
ame not to deſtroy the Law aud the Prophets, but to fulfill 


Jem, he has by this confirmed the Command of the Pros 
er to worship and bow down, and kaeel before the Lord our 
CHRIST 


ot, 


. P : — 
* * * > 3&5 


— — — - mi oh 
a — 
2 * * * 
Ks pr 


- = * 2 gg” — — = 2 
5 F ; oF. 
2 — 3 — . 
3 Od: . bes 4 — , 
» 2 : Wea a ES F 


be willing, remove this Cup from me, Luke 22. 


might not be laid to their Charge Acts 7. 60, 
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(84) 


_ CnmisT ſhewed the Obligation of the Command, act 
the fitneſs of the Poſture by his own practice; for i 
that great Criſis, when Nature was ſinking under Suffer 
ings, he kneeled down and prayed, ſaying, Father, if thi 
41. Hi 
firſt Martyr Sr. Stephen under the fame prefſure of Suf 


ferings, and at the Inſtant of his Diſſolution, keel, 


down, and prayed for his Perſecutors, that this ft 


St. Peter, when he raiſed Dorcas to Life again, di 
kneel down and pray, and turning him tothe Body ſaith, T; 
bitha ariſe ; and she opened her Eyes, and when che ſaw Peter 
She ſat up. Acts 9. 40. When his Prayers prevailed fo 


a miraculous Exertion of divine Power, he offered th 
Prayers in a kneeling poſture. 


And St. Paul appear 
commonly to have uſed this geſture in his Prayers. Thu 
after his farewell Sermon to the Elders at Epheſns, h 
kneeled down, and prayed with them all, Act 20. 36. An 
when he left Tyre, and the Diſciples with their Wive 


and Children brought him on the way to the Sea (ide 


they kneeled down on the Shore, and prayed. Acts 21. 5, 
Indeed the kweeling in Prayer was fo common both wit 


this Apoſtle and all other Perſons, that he expreſſes thi 
praying to God, by bowing the knee unto him, I bone 


my knee, ſays he, unto the Father of our Lord Jeſus Criſt 
Eph. 3. 14. which the Epheſians would not have under 
ſtood to expreſs his praying for them, if the bend 


| knee had not been the uſual Poſture of it. 


THESE great Examples of our Lord himſelf, his 
chief Apoſtles, and ſome of the firſt and beſt Diſciples, 


declare the Command to kneel to be of ſtanding Obligati- 

on, and the poſſure proper, and what ought to beulcd by 
Chriſtian Profeſſors. pe: SE 

Bur ir muſt not be concealed, that in the Age aftet 


the Apoſtles, the Chriſtians uſed to ſtand in their Prayers 
M hi. ſuntide 


on the Lord's Day, and all the Time betwixt Ea/fer and 


ſplurſuntide; as thinking this poſture the fitterSymbol of 
their Reſurrection from fin, and Chriſt's Triumph over 


uſed conſtantly to kneel in their Prayers; and ſome of 


the devout Perſons with ſo great frequency, that their 


knees were as hard and brawny as a Camel's by it. 


I xn Lauds and Hyms of Praiſe, our Church calls up- 


on her Worſhippers to ſtand, and ſing the Mercies of 
God in that upright poſture, For Praiſes being the 
proper Service of our Nature before the Fall, and the 
proper Service of our Nature, when it ſhall be perfected 


in Heaven, are properly offered in a poſture that expreſs- 


s Joy and Confidence; but Supplications carry ſo 


arneſtly intreat Mercy and Acceptance there, that we 
Ire called to our knees in theſe Services, as expreſſive of 
the Humility of the Soul which offers them. 4 


reſtures of Body, which are mentioned in Scripture, 


They are a kind of natural Expreſſion of an elevated 


not expreſly directed by Command of Scripture. 
Bur I would obferve here of all Bodily Worſhip 

(as was intimated before) that of it ſelf, and ſeperate 

from the Devotion of the Soul, it is a lifeleſs inſignifi- 


18 


the external Offering was acquieſced in, of no Accept- 
ance with him that appointed it. For it was deſigned 


1 klsit: But the moſt reverent bowing of the Body 
" _ without 
7 : RE 


it by riſing from the Grave; but on all other Days they 


much Want and Miſery to the Throne of Grace, and ſo 


Tux lifting up the Hands and Eyes to Heaven are other 
ind recommended by the practice of holy Men there. 
Soul, and when they are uſed without Affectation, may 


xcite Devotion in thoſe that ſee them; but they ſeem 
tobe left more indifferent than the kneeling poſture, and 


cant Service, and like the Sacrifices of the Law, when 


onely to expreſs the Devotion of the Soul, and to aſſiſt 
in it; to be a Monitor as it were of the Humility, and 
« Reverence, and heavenly Devotion that ſhould then poſ- 


9) 
without a reverent Soul directing it, will never please 
God, who will be worſhipped in Spirit, and have the 
Soul exerted in the Worſhip of him. the 
T would obſerve further that no particular geſture oithe 
Body is ſo eſſential to Prayer, that it may not be of wa 
| Fered in any other. We may pray in our Beds, in Nur 
Journey, and in our Buſineſs, fitting, ſtanding, or ly 
ing, and be heard in any of theſe Poſtures; For thoſWws 
Ejaculations, which are to keep up as it were a continuiſ oe 
Intercourſe with Heaven, may be offered in any Place 
and any Poſture ; and if they are but ſent up by an obe, 
dient, faithful Soul, will certainly be heard and anſwereq bl 
to us. But yet in our ſtated Times of Prayer, in oui ile 
Morning and Evening Sacrifice, and in the Worſhip off 1 
the publick Aſſembly, Kneeling, when there is no unthe 
avoidable hindrance, appears to be the poſture that iche 
directed in Scripture, and recommended to us by th 
practice of our Saviour, his Apoſtles, and ſome of thi 
firſt and beſt Chriſtians, And at theſe Times the Wor 
ſhip of the Soul, ſhould have this Worſhip of the BodyMeture 
| Joined with it, to fulfill the Direction of Scripture 
And give it its full Acceptance. 


CHAP. viL FE 


Of the Mediator in Prager. 
AFTER all theſe Diſpoſitions of the Soul, anc 
I ſuitable Geſture of the Body, one Thing is ſtil; c 
wanting to make it Chriſtian Worſhip; our Petition 
and Praiſes muſt be offered in the Name, and through ib 
Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. 


T ns oldeſt and beſt Jewiſh Writers, in their Para 
' phraſes and other Explanations of the Old Teſtament 


as 


up. t 


received the Addrefios of Men, appeared to 44/5 | 


dine 
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the Buſh ; gave the Law, and governed his Church by 
the Angel of the Covenant, the Word, or the Meſſiah, who 


was the Shechinah, And theſe and the like Texrs of Scrip- 
ture ſeem to countenance this Opinion, and to have giv- 


n Riſe to it. The Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Go 
morrah brimſtone and fire from the Lord out of Heaven. 
Gen. 19. 24. The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, ſit thou on 
my right hand, untill J make thine Enemys thy Footſicol,. 
Pc 110. 1. And the Lord ſaid unto Satan, the Lord re- 
ale thee, even the Lord that hath choſen Feruſalem rebuke 
thee. "Zeche 3. 22 0D. 
Bor this Truth, which was obſcurely delivered in 
the Jewiſh Revelation, is clearly and fully declared in 
the Goſpel; and when divine Mercy opened upon the 
worſt of Men, and upon their return ro God allowed. 
them an Acceſs to him; we are told exprefly that God 
pointed a Mediator betwixt him, and his impure Crea- 
tures; to bring their Services to the Throne, and return 
the Bleſſings of his Bounty to them: By this pre- 
ſerving the Honour of his Holineſs, and Supreme Maje- 
ty, as he ſuffers not Worms on Earth, and unholy 
Creatures immediately to approach him; and yet at the. 
ame time manifeſting the Riches of his Mercy, as he 18. 
vives them the Benefit of an immediate Acceſs to him. a. 
urs Mediator, the Goſpel again and again declares: 1 
Ys Chriſt Jeſus; the God Man, who by the Omniſcience 
of his divine Nature muſt hear the Prayers of all Men; 
ind by the Union of the human Nature, is a fit Repre- 
ſentative of all that bear it, and fitly employed in inter- 
ceding for them. 5 
THe Angels of an higher Order, and greater Power i 
than Men, after they had fallen by Diſobedience, were. #4148 
or ever excluded Heaven, and all Acceſs to God that 1 
as offended by them. And the fall of Man had ſnur 
Pb the whole Race in the ſame remediles State, 3 
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had fot come a Redeemer to ſatisfie for Sins on Earth, 
and intercede for Sinners in Heaven. Without Jeſs an 
Interceſſor, Heaven would have been as much ſhut u 
againſt fallen Men, as againſt fallen Angels; and this 
Earth, all the while we continued in it, would have 
been a Baniſhment from God, and no kind of Accels to 
him allowed to us. „ . 
Bur now that Chriſt has redeemed us, we who were 


the Children of Hell, are made the Children of God by 


it; andinſtead of Anguiſh and Deſpair being our Por- 
tion, can now ſing with Triumph, ho is he that con. 
 demneth? It is Chriſt that ata, yea rather that F riſen again, 
who is at the right Hand of God, who alſo maketh Interceſſon 
for us. Rom. 8. 34. The Condemnation for Sin is 
taken away by the Death and Reſurrection of Chriſt; 
and the Approaches to God that were obſtructed by it, 
are by his Interceſſion reſtored to us. And to this puts 
pole St. John tells us, that if any Man Sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteons, and 
he is the Propitiation for our Sins. 1 John 2. 12, Jeſus 
our Advocate pleads our Cauſe, and preſents our Prayers; 
and God is propitious to us for his Sake, and hears and 
grants our Requeſts by him. 

The Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſays, We have not an High 


Prieſt, which cannot be touched with the feeling of our Infirm- 


 itys, but one who was in all points tempted like as we are; 
and exhorts us from this to come boldly to the Throne of 
Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, aud find Grace to help in 
time of need, Heb. 4. 15. 16. And this Apoſtle in 
another place tells us, that Chriſt by his Interceſſion 
procures everlaſting Salvation for us. This Man, becas/e 
be continueth ever, hath an unchangeable Prieſthood; wherefore 
he is able alſ to ſave them to the uitermoſt, that come nnt0 
God by him, ſeeing he ger liveth to malę interceſſion for them: 
Heb. 7. 25. „ 


Ir 
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Tr is plainly declared in theſe Scriptu fes, that Jes 
Chriſt is appointed the Interceſſor tor Men; ard that 
by his Interceilion we obrain the Anſ wer of our Prayers, 
and the Bleſſings that are a ked in them. And it is jure 
ther delivered in the ſame Scriptures, that there is no 
other Interceſſor for Men, beſides the Man Chriſt Feſus. 
Thus he is called the Mediator of the new Covenant, as by 
means of Death, for the Redemption of Tranſgreſſions under the 
firſt Teſtament, they which are called receive the promiſe of 
Eternal Inheritance. Heb. 9. 15. The Redemption of 
Tranſgreſſions is here aſſigned as the Cauſe and Reaſon of 
his being the Mediator. And as no other Perſon wrought 
Redemption for Men, no other can mediate betwixt God 
and them. Through, him St. Paul ſays, both Few and 
Gentile have acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father. Eph, 2. 18. 
Aud he having reconciled us to God in the Body of his Fleſh 
through Death, does preſent us holy, and unblameable, and 
unreproveable in his Sight. Col. 1. 21. 22. And in ano- 
ther place ſtill more fully, there is one God, and one Me- 
diator between God and Men, the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 1 
Tim. 2. 5. The Mediatorial Office is here expreſly 
zppropriated to Chriſt Feſ#s, and all other Perſons are 
plainly excluded from it. %%% 

W x ſee from this Scripture Account of the Mediator, 
how unwarrantable the Practice is of pray ing to Saints and 
Angels, and deſiring their Interceſſion with God for us; 
when it is in the Name of Chriſt onely that the Word of 
God directs us to pray, and for his Sake onely that it 
promiſes the Bleſſings we pray for. . 
TR Scriptures declare Angels to be Miniſtring Spirits, 
and ſent forth ro Miniſter unto them, who are heirs of Sal- 
vation ; that they have the Charge given them of God's 
Servants upon Earth, and held them up in their Hands, that 
they daſh not their Foot againſt a Stone. Lut there is not 
the kaſt Intimation in thoſe holy Books, that they | 

C M_ intercede 


x a 
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ing the Honour to another, which belongs to 
onely. 5 „„ 


1 Reader, that to make his Pugers bencficial, and 
” 13 1 anſwering | 


intercede for us in Heaven, or any other ways aſſiſt us; 
than by their Miniſtrations upon Earth. And Prayers 
ro them appear to be condemned by the Apoſtle, and 


declared dangerous and deſtructive to us, Let no Man, 
ſays he, beguile you of your Reward in a voluntary Humility, 


and worſhipping of Angels, intruding into thoſe things, which 
he has not ſeen, vainly puffed up by his fleſhly Mind, and not 


holding the Head Chriſt Jeſus. Col. 2. 18. Prayers to 
Angels are declared here to be the product of a fleſhly 
Mind, anda vain Curioſity; and are taxed with a de- 


_ parting from Chriſt the Head of the Church, and an in- 


vading his higheſt Office in it. 
AND if Angels are not meet to be Interceſfors, much 
leſs are the Saints in Light, who are not yet conſummated; 
and of whom we are not certain, that they know what 
is done on Earth, and the Prayers that are made there. 
The applying to theſe, or any other Interceſſor, is an 
invading the incommunicable Office of Chriſt, and Hos 
him 


Wx declare then from the Authority of Scripture, 


that no Creature 1s to be prayed to, or deſired to inter- 
cede with God for us; and that Jeſus Chriſt is the one 
Mediator betwixt God and Man, by whom, and 


through whom onely, all our Prayers and Services are | 


accepted. Ak in his Name, and you have the promiſe 
of Truth, that ox (hall receive, and your Foy ſball be full, 
but if you ask in any other Name, you intrude into the 
things which you have not ſeen, and hold not the Head 
——_ 


The Concluſion. 


Would here for the Importance of it remind the 
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mſwering the Ends for which God appointed ther 
ke muſt make ir his great Care to live what he prays. 
and do what he can himſelf to procure the Bleſſings 
which he asks of God; for if he uſes not the 23 «i 
Means of obtaining what he prays for, he may pray for- 
his whole Life, and receive nothing. | 
Ix a Perſon who has no Bread, but what his Labour” 
brings him, ſhall earneſtly importune God to ſupport: 
him, and after this negle& to ſeek the Bread, and de- 
pend upon his Prayers for it; he will find himſelf ſtarv-- 
ing under the greateſt Conſtancy in Prayer, and/by7 
Irempting God, will rather move him to-Puniſt than to- 
Suſtain him. And it is much the ſame in the Spiritual“ 
Life, if we ask the Supplies our Souls want, and uſe no 
ther Endeavours to procure them; the Prayers will no» 
Wnore prevail for the Supplies to the Soul, than they 
vould in the other caſe for the Suſtenance to the Body. 
A Man that prays daily to be free d from Intemperances. 
but ſtill aſſociates with intemperate Companions, and 
ſeeks after intoxicating. Liquors, does but me, God 
mth his Prayers, as he wilfully runs into what he prays + 
painſt, If he would have his Prayers effect his Reform- 
lon, he mult reflect upon the Nature of-the Sinz; 
rhich turns the good Creatures of God, that were givenn 
or his Support and Comfort, into a Burthem to his- Na- 
re, and a Diſturbance to his Daty: He ruſt conſider 
at Intemperance impairs his Health, inflames his Lufts; . 
hd'1mplants a Diſpoſition ſo contrary to Holineſs, as* 
vill bring down the Wrath and Puniſhment of God upon- 
im; And when theſe Reflections have rai fed a Hatred 
the Sinz and made him watchfulagainſt the Occaſions 
tit; then will his Prayers prevail for God's Aſſiſtances, 
id an Ability to ſubdue the Sin, and forſake it. 
In all Caſes we muſt watch againſt the Sinsswe pray - 
Sol, and by proper Reflections, and allche Means in 
Ro 1 FTC 
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work with him; nor ever give his Aſſiſtance in ſuch x 


tinue in a conſtant Courſe of Prayer, and are no better 7 


give in to ſinful Pleaſures, and ſinful Intereſts, and as ſoon 
⁊s their Prayers are over return to them, even God cannot 


Nature. 


forſake them; without which the Goſpel declares there 
is no ſorgiveneſs of them; And if we repeat the Petitio 
twenty times a Day, and have neither forrow for Sin 
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our Power; endeavour to caſt them out, and put them 
from us; for God will not work with us, unleſs we fl 


Meaſure, as will admit of our being idle and ſlothful in 


| Religion. He onely concurs with us; and when our 


Powers are too weak, and the Action too languid by it, 


he invigorates our Powers, and makes us equal to our 
Duty upon our Prayers for it. 


IBIS Negligence in endeavouring after what they BUS: 
pray for, is the great Cauſe why ſo many Perſons con- 


Chriſtians by it. For when they think no more of the 
Graces they pray for, nor watch againſt the Sins they ch; 
pray againſt; it is impoſſible they ſhould ſubdue ther 
Sins, and become better Men, unleſs God himſelf will 
do the whole Work for them. And whilſt they wilfully 


work their Reformation without doing Violence to then 


Tris ſhews us that our Prayers were not onely de- ap 


ſigned to be uſeful in prevailing for the divine Aſſiſtance, bee 
but alſo in exciting our Care and Watchfulneſs in the 


practice of our Duty; as may be exemplified to us 1 
this Inſtance. The Petition of the Lord's Prayer to for 
give us our Treſpaſſes, is a Monitor to us to repent and 


nor good Reſolutions excited by it, we fall ſhort of the 
Intention of the Prayer, and of the Pardon of Sins, whic 
we ask in it. In all the Bleſſings that we pray for, wc 
muſt conſider what is in our Power to do towards procur 
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A Morning Prayer. 
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\ God, high and lofiy, who inhabiteſt Eternity, and 
Fein the habitation of thy avelling doſt behold all the 
Children of Men; who doſt whatſoever thou pleaſeſt in Hea- 


liberality doſt open thy hand, and fill all things living with 


Mike Bleſſings which thou ſeeſt expedient for me. 
T acknowledge my Self undeſerving of thy Favours; 


before thee, Thou haſt done all that could be done to 


ne the way to Life, and to walk in it before me. Thou 
5 haſt declared by him the 8 Happineſs of the 
inner. And yet notwithſtanding this knowledge of 
Iny Duty, and full Conviction that I ſhall be happy by 
Performing it, and miſerable by neglecting it; I have 
"Bvickedly departed from thy Precepts, and from thy Fudgments 
Ain innumerable Inſtances. Still captivated by the Plea- 
eures and Intereſts of the World, I purſue them in neg- 
ect of thee, and ſinfully enjoy them in contempt of thy 


1 


1 


b Giver me from the Boay of this Deaths 


ven and Earth, and all other places; and of thy bounteous 


enteou ſue ſs; I wy weak and needy Creature, do hum» 
bly apply to thee for Preſervation and Aſſiſtance, and all 


Wor my Nature is Corrupt, and by my Sins I have in- 
Wcreaſed the Corruption, and am wretchedly polluted © 


"Wiring me to thy Self. Thou haſt ſent thy Son to ſhew 


Obedient, and the everlaſting Miſery of the obſtinate 


"Commands to me. O wretched Man that I am, who ſhall 


Warn 
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Wurx Sin thus abounds in me, "” grace, O God, much 
more abounds ; for thou haſt ſegt thy Son to be a propi- 
tiation for Sin, and to pay a Ranſom for me; And haſt 
declared in thy Word, that if I repent and turn to thee, 
my Sins ſhall be blotted out. I receive this faithful faying 
with all thankfulneſs, and now bring, in my deſire at 
leaſt, a truly penitent converted heart to thee, 
I bewail my manifold Offences, and am heartily 
 forry that I ſhould offend ſo gracious a God, and ſo 
meciful a Saviour. I hate my Sins, and put them from 
me; and reſolve from this Time to return to them no 
more. But if my deceitful Heart is not fo contrite as I 
now declare it, I beg of thee to work true Contrition in 
it. If my Purpoſes are not ſtedfaſt enough, be thou 
pleaſed to Strengthen them, and make them effectual for 
my Reformation, F335 8 
Wi theſe deſires to be holy, I humbly ask Par- 
don of all my paſt Sins; beſeeching thee with my whole 
Soul to abſolve me from their Guilt, and to remit their 
ee for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, who died for 
VVVVVTVT ret on ns 
Ap as a Return to Sin would renew my Danger 
to me, I beſeech thee to mortifie all fleſhly Luſts in me, 
and to ſet right the deſires of my Soul, and direct the 
Actions of it. Fix my ſtrongeſt Affections upon the 
Enjoyment of thy Self, and let it be my greateſt Care to 
work out my Salvation. Make me always to fit fo loole 
to the World, and to the Riches, Honours, and Plea- 
ſures of it; that none of them may make me negligent 
in my Duty to thee, nor involve me in the breach of it. 
Let none of that precious Time, which thou haſt given 
me to work out my Salvation, be ſpent in Vanity and 
Folly; but let me devote a proper ſhare of it every 
Day to immediate Converſe with thee; allow no more 
0 Sleep and Recreation than is neceſſary for Health and 
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Refreſhment; and give all other parts of it to ſome proper 
Employment. | 

IN all my Prayers give me an Attentive Soul, exer- 
ciſing Faith in thy Promiſes, fraught with Love for all 
my Brethren, and diſpoſcd to obey all thy Command- 
ments; And by the Inſſuence of my Prayers make me 
zealous for thy Glory, juſt in my Dealings, and bene- 
volent to all Men. | . 5 
Tux Bleſſings which TI ask for my Self, Lack for all 
other Men, who from the ſame Nature, have the ſame 
Wants, and the ſame Relation to chee. Make the light 
of thy Goſpel to ſhine forth upon thoſe, who yer fit in 
Darkneſs; and grant that all who bear thy Image may 
know thee, and ſerve thee faithfully, Reform whatever 
is amiſs in the Belief and Life of all Chriſtians, and by thy 
all powerful Influence make them ſound in the Faith, and 
holy in their Converſation. Reſcue out of the power 
of Satan thoſe unhappy Perſons, who are involved in 
great Sins by him; and deliver them from the Deſtruc- 
tion, which ſlumbreth not. Give more Grace to thoſe, 
who improve by it, and make them to grow in Good- 
neſs, till they are perfected in Glory. Oe” 3 

EN DE all that are inveſted with thy Authority 


with thoſe great Gifts, which their great Truſts require: 
And more particularly ſhed thy powerful Influence upon 
the Head and Heart of our gracious Sovereign King 
\ I GEORGE, his Royal Conſort, and all the Royal Family; 
chat they may be as eminent in Piety, as they are in Sta- 
on, and eſteem it their greateſt Honour to ſerve thee. 
- Give to them, and to all thoſe who are intruſted with 
+ Iny ſhare of the Adminiſtration, the Love of Juſtice, 
. Dend the Love of Truth; that they may be the Scourges 
n Jof Wickednels, and Supporters of Religion. 
4 Grve to the Miniſters of thy Word the Spirit f 
y Wiſdom and Vuderſtanding; the Spirit of Counſel and 1 7 
1 
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Truth's Sake. And to all thoſe who are diſtinguiſheq 
in Wealth and Station give ſuch a Meaſure of thy Grace, 


'Pendents. | EE: 
_ ___ExTEND thy Mercy to all thy afflicted Servants, 
and relieve and comfort them, as their Wants require, 
Be favourable to my Relations, Friends and Benefactors, 
for whom [I ask greater Bleſſings from the greater Affec- 


Kindneſs betwixt us. 


offer up my Thankſgivings for thy manifold Bleſſings to 


Dangers and Accidents; and for giving me refreſhing 


which has given me a ſound Mind, and healthful Body, 
Neceſſarys and Conveniencies, Friends and Liberty, and 
many other Comforts of this Life. 
ow thee, O my adored Redeemer, for thy Infinite 


. N 


the Spirit of Rnowleaze, and of the Fear of the Lord ; TIA les 


ing zealous for thy Glory, they may diligently preach the 
Word, boldly rebuke Vice, and patiently ſuffer for the 


that they may excell in Piety as they do in Honour, and 
ſpread the Influence of Religion amongſt all their de. 


tion I bear to them: And if I have any Enemies, Fa- 
ther forgive them; remove their Enmity, and fertk 


Wir my Interceſſions for all Men, I deſire to 


all of them; and particularly ro my Self, Who, vile 2 
I am, receive many from thee, 5 
I thank thee for preſerving me the Night paſt ffom 


Sleep, and renewed Vigour. I praiſe thy Goodneis 


But above all, I 


ove in dying for me; and delivering me by this from 
endleſs Torments which I could not avoid, and raiſing 


me to Happineſs which I cannot conceive. I adorethe 
Condeſcen ſion of the eternal Spirit in vouchſafing to 
: dwell with me; and offer Up- great God, both Soul 


and Body a reaſonable, holy, and lively Sacrifice unto 


I I deſire to employ this Day to thy Glory, and beg 
thy Aſſiſtance in diſcharging the Dutys of it. Make 


me 


me diligent to lay hold on all Opportunities of doin 

Good, and to avoid allOccaſtons of Sin to me; And when 
Temptations are unavoidable, do thou enable me to re- 
fiſt and conquer them. Create in me aclean Heat, and 
renew 4 right Spirit within me. Set a waich before my 
Mouth, and keep the door of my Lips. Proſper all my 
Endeavours, and in all my Actions keep my Eyes fixt 
upon thy Glory; that having the right End in View, I 
may never do amiſs. Theſe Petitions and Praifes 1 offer 
to thee, O God, with all Humility of Soul, and deſire 
thy Acceptance of them for the ſake of Telus Chriſt our 
Saviour, To whom with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honour, and Glory, now and for 


evermore. Amen. | 5 
Our Father which art in Heaven, 6. 


TDye concluding Prayer. 
Tar Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Love 


of God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with 
me evermore. Amen, 5 


This Prayer may be uſed in the Evening, onely inſtead of 
the rwolaſt Paragraphs, uſe theſe which fallow. „„ 


e eee eee 
e eee 
Evening Prayer. 


Nasen er Nana 


Thank thee for preſerving me this Day from the 
many Misfortunes, Loſſes, and Accidents, which 
might 
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might have befallen me; for the bread of the Day, the 
rok of Body, and all the Comforts which I have 
enjoyed in it. But above all, I praiſe thy Love, O 
my deareſt Saviour, in dying for me; and adore thy 


Condeſcenſion, O Eternal Spirit, indwelling with me; 


acknowledging particularly thy Aſſiſtance of me this 

Day, and my preſervation from many Sins, which! 

ſhould have incurred without it. If any thing Ni 

been well done, I aſcribe the praiſe of it to thee; And 

what I have neglected to do, or done amiſs, I intreat thee, 

Holy Father, to pardon for Jeſus Sake, and to make me 
more watchful for the future. 

IN To thy hands, O God, I commend my ſelf ths 
Night; beſeeching thee to preſerve me from Danger, 
when I am inſenſible of it; and not ſuffer Fire nor 
Thieves to injure nor diſturb me. Keep my Soul th: 
no impure Fancies de file it, and refreſh my Body by 
quiet Reſt, and renew my Strength by it: And wh den 
I awake in the Morning, let me employ my firſt though: 
upon thee, and give up both Body fand Soul to thy 
Service for the Day following, and 101 ever. All theſe 
Bleſſings 1 ask of thee for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt my 
Saviour, with whole per fect Pray er | conclude my im. 

er fect Petitions to thee. | 
Onr Father which art in Heaven, Ge. 


On Sunday Morning infead of the two laf Par 45 bi 
bo Marning P; Her, w/e tbeſe bich follow. 


Thank thee, O God, for preſerving me the Nigbe 
1 paſt, and bringing me in Hczalth aud Safety to the 

beginning of this holy Day. I humbly adore thy great 
Perſections, which thou calleſt me to fem mber in it. 
_ - Great ana Marvellous are thy Works, C Lord God Almig '« 


ts TheHeavent declare 1 Cl, and the firmament ew. 
15 | 70 
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| oth thy handy Wor k The Earth is full of thy Riches, and 
| fo is the great and wide Sea alſo. I gloritie thy Name 
for this diſplay of Power, and Wiſdom, and Goodnefs ; 


and bow my Self, and worſhip before thee, 
AwakE, O my Soul, Awake, and put forth thy 
Strength in praiſing thy Redeemer; ho ſaveth thy life 


from Deſtruction, and hath purchaſed Bliſs and Glory for 
thee. O bleſled Jeſu | I rejoyce in thy Salvation, and 


aſcribe Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power unto 
thee, In thy Abſence from thy Church on Earth, I 
praiſe thee for the Promiſe of the bleſſed Spirit's Abode 


with it; and earneſtly deſire, that he may lead me, and 


all thy faithful Servants, into all Truth, and all Right. 


eouſnets. 


O this holy day may all Chriſtians devote rhem- 
ſelves to holy Employment; continuing in Prayer, 


and watching in the ſame; reading and meditating on 


thy Word, and treaſuring up the Truths of it. Con- 
viice the Profaners of thy Sabbath, and Neglecters of 


thy Worſhip of their great Folly and great Guilt in it; 


and diſpoſe all Perſons, who have no unavoidable hin- 


drance, to go to thy Houſe, and praiſe thee in the Con- 


gregation of Saints. Ard to all thoſe who have not 
Ability, nor Opporti nity to come, give a plentiful 
meaſure of thy Grace, and the Bleſſings which are ak- 
ed in the publick Aſſembly. 3 

BE graciouſly preſent with all Chriſtian Worſhip- 
pers this Day, and give them ſuch ſpiritual Diſcern- 
ment, Faith, and Fervour, that they may hear with 
Profit, and pray with Acceptance, Make thy Word' 


powerful to break down the ſtrong Holds of Satan. 


and to eſtabliſh Faith and Righteouſneſs in the Earth. 
And move all of us to practice what we hear, and live 


what we pray, and ewploy all our Powers in thy Ser-- 


vice q. 


& Thank thee, O God, for bringing me in ſafety to 


( 100 ) 


vice; And this for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


who hath taught us when we pray to ſay, 
Oer Father which art is Heaven, &c. 


On Sunday Evening inſtead of the two la Paragraphs, 15 
theſe which follow. | ; f 1 


7 


the Concluſion of this Day; and for the happy Op- 
portunities of Inſtruction and Improvement in it. May 


my progreſs in Goodneſs be anſwerable to them; an 


ſuch a holy frame of Mind abide with me, that When 
I return to the World, it's purſuits may not withdraw 


my Affections from thee. The Omiſhons and Det. ct, 


in my Service, the Abſence of Mind, and {piritual Du 


neſs, I humbly ask thee to pardon; And if I have pes. 
formed any Service which 1s acceptable to thee, I ac. 


knowledge it thy Gift, and return thee the Praiſe c 
B x pleaſed to take me into thy Protection this Night, 


and ſuffer no Injuries nor Dangers to come near me; no 
impure Fancies to defile my Soul, nor unquiet Thought 


to interrupt my Reſt; Keep my Mind in a holy frame, 
and renew my bodily Strength to me; And when I 2- 
wake inthe Morning, let me employ my firſt Thought: 


upon thee, and give both Body and Soul to thy Service 


for the Day following and for ever. All theſe Bleftings 


Lask of thee for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour, 


with whoſe perfect Prayer I conclude my imperfect 
Petitions to thee. 5 „ 


Our Father which art in Heaven, G. 


l | 


FOO 
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A ſhorter Morning Prayer, when 


is not Leiſure for a longer, 


Lord God Almighty, Infinite in Power, Wiſ⸗ A 
dom, and Goodneſs; and merciful above Con- = 
ception to the Sons of Men; I thy finful Creature. os 


proſtrate my ſelf before thee, humbly acknowledging | 
my manifold Offences, and grievous Provocations of 
thee, Thou haſt done all that could be done to call me 1 
from my Sins, and I have withſtood thy Calls; and 
ſinned beyond any Mercy but thine, which is infi- 
nies d of 
Bur under my greateſt Demerits thou haſt decla« . l 
red, that if I repent and tuts to thee, mj Sins ſhall be 
blotted out. I repent O God, and am hearnly forry for Y 
my Miſdoings; n my whole Soul to ; 
apply this Promiſe of thy Goſpel to me, and pardon all FT) 
my Offences. Thy Son died to fave Sinders, O fave. 
me, who am the chiet of them. : | 
AND for the future, O God, I befeech thee-to 9 
preſerve me from my ſelt, and all my dangerous Enee 4 
ies; that neicher bred Corruption, nor out wa d 1 
Temptation betray me into Eresch of Duty. Keep | 

me from preſumptuous Sins, and let the failings of frail y | 
be every Day Jewer in me. Make me to grow tn Goods . 
nels as L.do in Years; and to be prepared for my great x 
Change, whenever, it comes upon me. 1 
VIS r the dark Corners of the Earth with the ö 

Light of thy glorious Goſpel; and let all that enjoy it 
walk Worthy of it. Gave the richeſt of thy Gifts to 
our Goyernours, ſpiritual Paſtors, and Teachers; and 
make them zgalous for thy Glory, and diligeut to pro- 
| | Motte 
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mote it Relieve all that are afflicted, and ſanctiſie thy 


Viſitations to them. Forgive my Enemies, and reclaim 
them. And as Affection binds me, I ask thy peculiar 
Bleſſing for my Relations, Friends, and Benefactors; 
beſeeching thee to manifeſt thy ſelf unto them, and ke 
them thine for ever. : 


* 


5 


I thank thee, O God, for the Preſer vation and Ret 
of the Night paſt; and all the Neceſſaries and Conve- 


mencies of Life, which thou haſt given me: And 
above all, for thy infinite Love in the Redemption; and 
the infinite Condeſcenfion af the Spirit in dwelling with 
me. Continue thy Bleſhngs temporal and ſpiritual unro 
me, and preferve me this Day from all Dangers and Mi- 
fortunes, from all Sin and Wickedneſs. Proſper all my 
Labours, and let me lifr up my Soul to thee 1n th: 
midſt of them. Let neither Buſineſs nor Pleaſures male 


me negligent of Religious Duty, nor prevail with me 
to omit my Prayers to thee. Let thy Service be Meat 


and Drink to me: Give me Joy in my Converſe with 

thee here, and the full Enjoyment of thee when I go 

hence; for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in whois 

Words I conclude my Requeſts to thee, . 
Oar Father which art in Heaven, Gs. 


The ſame Py ayer may be uſed in the Evening, oxely inſtead 
of the laſt Paragraph, wſe this which fellows. 


I Thank thee, O God, for the Preſervation of the 


Day paſt; the ſucceſs of my Endeavours, and the 


ip ritual Aſſiſtance which thou haſt given me in it. ] 
_ praiſe the great Love of Chriſt in redeeming me; and 
the great Condeſcenſion of the 8 Is abiding With 


me; and heſeech rhee to give me Grace, that I may live 


85 the Redetmed of God, and keep my whole Natare 4 
fit Temple of the Holy Choſt. Preferveme this Night 


78 
j C2375 
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from all diſaſtrous Events, and diſturbing Violence; 
that I may lie down in Peace, and take my Reſt in Safety, 


When | awake in the Night let me think upon thee, and | 
early in the Morning give up my ſelf to be employed 


by thee. Enable me to walk in Holineſs and. Righte- 


ouſneſs che Day following and all the Days of my Liſe 
before thee. And this for the Sake of Je us Cbriſt our 
Lord, in whoſe perfect Prayer I ſumm up al my own, 
and my fellow Creatures Wants, and in his Words ens 


preſs them to thee, 
Our Father which art in Heaven, Cc. 


Theſe Prayers may be uſed in a Family by chanting the Preys 


' fon, or by putting We inſtead of I, Us tuſtead of Meg. 


Our inſtead of My, Are injicad of Am, & c. 


e e Fae ee oak e e eee eee 
A Prayer under the Guilt. of ſome. 


great Sins. 


* 7 G8 T holy God, Who arr of purer Eyes ban 


to he hold Iniquity, end haſt revealed thy Wrath 
egainſt all obſtinate Sinners; I humble my ſelf before 
thee, and acknowledge my Gnfulneſs and deſert of pu- 


niſhment at thy Hands, I ſee the Practices I am en- 
gaged in to be offenſive to thy Holineſs; contrary to my 
own rational Nature; and condemned by thy Word, 
which denounces: Tribulation and Angrifh, Indiguation - 
aud Wrath againſt them. wy - EPs op 


Wuar Deſtruction zm I brirging upon my ſelf? 
Cas { del with everlaling Burnings?. I cannot Chak. 


hd 


oy 
r 


. P { 14 

£ f . 4,464 3 MT, 2 R * 
; 1 — | IP Ken , 4 Lena eee 

. rener 1 7 A * :, 


n e * 
y * 8 . 7 1 999 > Ve 
Sa r 2 . 
* of ye 1 2 a 2 
OE * ne ͤ on * 
vo # © n 3 


I rr e 
. l * 
3 


— — —— 
* 
* — — 2 


—— — 


— — * _ 
— 


_—_—_ _— — > 
— v 70 
p ER LOT WO at; A y . 
— * Ge — J — — = 2 ay 
2225. — — - 
222 ta in Le ODE AC EE Is — ne «+ w ITO; EIS - -_ — 
San N - 4 * * - 
. 8 5 


Happineſs. 


es 


— 
* 
. — —ů — — — 
* 
. 


(10% 


ol the Torment without Horror, and yet I expoſe my 
ſelf to it, and challenge thee to infſict it. 


4 
K 7 


O my God I cannot enough condemn my Folly, and 


my Provocations of thee; nor enough bewaile the hard 


neſs of my heart, which ſees the Offence of my Sins, and 


ſtill inclines to purſue them. O do thou imprint the guilt 


and danger of them deep upon my Mind; and keep thy 


Terrors preſent to it, till my Heart is broken and con- 
trite before thee. Let the Threats of everlaſting To: - 


ments awaken me out of my Security, and excite a ha- 


tred of the Sins which expoſe me to them. 


I deſire to put away rhe Sins from me; and though I 
am unworthy to ask it, yet allow me to apply to thy 


infinite Mercy. Of thy great Goodneſs be pleaſed to 
invigorate my Endeavours, and what I am not able to 


do my ſelf, to effect it for me. Reſtrain my irregyl:: 


Appetites, and ſo change the Bent and Tendency of my 


Deſires, as to fix them upon my Duty and my tu; 


Every Morning before I go abroad into the Worle, 


let me ſteadily reſolve to avoid all known Sins; and 
particularly thofe which T am moſt expoſed to: And 


every Evening let me ſtrictly enquire into the Bebavi- 


our of theDay; repent of every thing that was dort amiſs 
in it, and renew my Relolutions with greater Stedtatt« 


neſs. By this conſtant Care, and thy merciful A luft- 


ance, be pleaſed, O God, to give me a ful] Conqueſ 


of my Sins, and the great Heppineſs of living in cu 
Favounr. 2 = 
F humbly beg this Bleſſing (without which I peri 


eternal) for the ſake of ſeſus Chriſt our Lord, who 
died for the Sins I- a;k-thee to pardon: And to him, 
with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, I aſcribe all Pra 
Honour, and Glory, both now and for eycrmo'., 
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A Prayer for Chriſtian Perfection, 
under a Freedom from great Sins. 


S e of Spirits, who doſt manifelt thy {elf to 
thy rational Creatures, and direct and rule them. 
| by thy Influence; I praiſe thy goodneſs in creating me 


on, it is in ſome Meaſure purified by thee; and when 
din by my Perverſeneſs would have reigned in my mortal 


am preſerved by thy Influence from all great and wilful 
Lranſgreſſions. Ir is not my Care andDiligence, but thy 
power, and Goodneſs, and the Communicarions of thy 
Spirit, which give me chis Degree of Holineſs before 
thee; And therefore not unto me, O Lora, not unto me, 
% wo thy Name be the Praiſe gives. £ 

| Br whilſt, I am rejoycing in thy Aſſiſtance, and 
; praiſing thy G oodneſs in it; My Detects and Imper- 
fections which {till abound in me, ſend me humble and 
needy to thee ; earneſtly imploring an Increaſe of Grace, 
dan anſwerable Improvement in Goodnels by it. 
Io cold is my Love of thee ! Even when theSenſe 
of thy goodneſs is upon my Mind, and the Love of 


Chriſt before my Eyes, I cannot bring my Soul to- 


2 be thirſting and panting after thee, O manitelt thy Love 
55 5 1255 i to 


e e e e ee eee FOLD, 


ter thy own Image, and giving me the Knowledge of 
thee, With a thankful Heart 1 declare to thee, that . 
when my Nature was corrupted by Adam's Tranſgreſſi- 


Body, and I ſhould have obeyed it in the Luſts thereof, 1 
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to me with greater Power, and give me an ardent De- 


ire to enjoy thee in Heaven. 


Ho v defective is the Love of my Neighbour! whom 
thou haſt commanded me to love as my ſelf; Alas | my 
Deſires of his Happineſs are never ſo ſtrong, nor my En- 


deavours to procure it ſo vigorous, as in my own Cole. 


Do thou, O God, enlarge my Affections, and ſuffer my 
not to be ſftraitned in myBow:ls towards any. Give me 
Love which ſecketh not her own, 'and Grace to fulfii 
Rule of thy Word, of not ſeeking my own Profit, bur 1 
Profit of many that they may be ſaved. 

How earthly are my Affections, and how Rronvoly 
do they fix upon the Enjoyments of the World! Þ have 


often concluded that neither Riches, nor Honours, . 
ſenſual Pleaſures can make me happy; and yet! find de 


Deſires of them in my Soul, and cannot root them ont 


of it. Tam fully convinced that my greateſt Happinc!s 


is in Heaven, and that all the Enjoyments of Earth bear 
no Proportion to it; and yet I cannot bring my Sou 


to deſire to leave the World, and be immediately tran- 


flated to it. Thou great Comptroller of the Hezrt, 
do thou call up my Affections to thee. Make Heaven 


| the Maſter-wiſh of my Soul, and the End and Scope of 


all my Endeavours: And let me always fit fo looſe t 


this World, that I may cheartully leave it when then 


calleſt me hence. | : 7 
TuIs earthly Affection pollutes my very Prayers, and 


my Soul from the Prevalence of it is purſuing Trifle, 


even when my Lips are ſpeaking thy Praiſes. Pardon, 
O God, this great Irreverence, and ſuffer me no more 


| to draw ; h uuto thee with u Lips, hen Her. 
far 1 0 ys 


In all my Prayers give me a fixt Atten- 
tion, a lively Fervour, and a Reverence ſome ways en- 


l erable to thy Soveraign Majeſty. 


Mx, Thoughts from this worldiy Affection are at 
= 2 . -  oths 
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other Times irregular ; but do thou at all Times keep 
them ſo chaſte and pure, ſo humble and holy, that I 


eed not fear the Inſpection of thy all-ſeeing Eye, nor 


the ſtrict Account of thy righteous Judgement. 
Tuo v haſt declared in thy Goſpel, that every idle 

Word which I ſpeak, I fhail give Account thereof in the Day 

of Judgement: But what Account can I make, when 


my idle Words are more in Number than the hairs of my 


Head, and I daily increaſe the Number of them? I fly 


to thy infinite Mercy, which is greater than my Un- 
worthineſs, and beſeech thee to pardon theſe number- 


leſs Offences; and ſo to keep the Door of my Lips, for the 
ſuture, that no corrupt Communication may proceed out of 
wy Month, but that which is good, to the Uſe of edi- 
Hug. 5 


ſcech thee to ſupply them all by the Righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt, and for his Merit's Sake to accept me, And 


for the future, O God, defend me with thy Heaven- 
Grace, that I may improve in goodneſs more and more, 


untill I come to thy heavenly Kingdom. Grant this, 


© merciful Father, for Jeſus Chtiſt's fake, our only 
Mediator and Advocate, Amen. 3 


THE END. 


have numberleſs more defects and tailings, and be- 
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